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About 1,400 years ago in the 7th century, the nation of Japan was bern amid a
drastically changing world. These are the women, with their unwavering passion

and commitment, who made significant contributions to the formation of\the nation. f
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A fearless religious pioneer who
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bravely bore persecution and

helped to foster Buddhism in Japan
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A pure hearted woman with a charitable spirit

L= =] z%t, gmﬁ{;
RELERLRIT 238 25hs
E(ERE §2iee "3y
= 1EE*& e B
=] Iy It Iaps s VEEr VEEE XOFEE Mgk Irv oo
25 A B cha cRaZBs S JH OB S cEL 2
SN SAN SN SR« B S e Rl SR Th
gillp 250 SHe gAe  ZK: 3/e S3Bp | JXr | iR s
The Cast of SHy B S5 S SF° ggg El Eg 85 | gks 2%
P . . z 5 5 2
ni— 3 3 3 ERS 3 R4 3 Ea
Nun. Zenshin-ni Tz z z a z g E 3
Heroine of Asuka” & & z g 3
= 3 S
3 Y TYERL My MEgs DT DT OpEl o
s gBL Sg®L  TED DHS DL TEE I8 3
2P \ \ \‘ E&;? “c"*f?*'? ?‘3&: EBE?\%EC EE? 3’\ g
glEy Z2My  SX{ oKt [Ri cKs b EY
R TEL 0B 826 oW o5 N=
3 Swe 5 > 55 ¢ 2 oEL _ &
AL g W 573 77 2 gt
. 2 3 S g AR
7D ORIFRTT S 3 S=F g
5 7 e
‘ \ ‘ ‘ l ‘This is a chart of the people ? 2 % S
invalved {from the mid-6th Pp— . i
£3 % 5
b1y the e.nly 7th cemury) Blood relationship Marital relationship =

i

et

- S

1Y) SOF S SAUTA

B
E
3
fh
&

[GRL?




I///
(

THEDAWN OF JAPAN

AR oF -l

|
Z

|

Pl

2lnmeu [njnneaq

ngsof,uvpyy 93 UT PAILIGI[RD)

T IS C

QO
L4
C/
4

BISY 1B 01 10 Juryoeay]

suone[al [euoneuIalu

oAy-eremiln,g

0 TS S8 060 4 0

El ZIK & JE e ‘\%‘E’B\ Designated as a Japan Heritage (]
l:l‘h‘ é hi ]\/ 7L1 ):_ﬁ.'_% Five women played an active role in the formation of Japan in the Asuka < m >

Period (592-710 AD). Their story took place in the area covering
z = H
AREIBR BT BIRE A2 RGIC.SAOKIE Kashihara City, Takatori Town, and Asuka Village. Titled “The Dawn N
B E R L7 TREA RS R O M FE T HAE of Japan: Women in the Asuka Period,” the collective story was SZ{ EJ-'_J:
B D EE~TREEMI- 2B~ 1D HARYIO[HA designated as one of the first “Japan Heritage” items by Japan’s Agency PR
JAPAN HERITAGE SEEE [ICER 2 74 24EIC R E S g LT, for Cultural Affairs on April 24, 2015. Govemment of Japan
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THE STORY OF NUN ZENSHIN-M

PEALH> PRO- ORANTI-BUDDHIST?
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In 552", King Seong, ruler of the Korean kingdom of Baekje, presented sutras and

a gold-plated coppeBuddha statue to the imperial court of Japan. His intention was

to promotegtheimeritslofiBuddhist worship. Up to that time, the Japanese had traditionally
worshippediindigenous IShintoldeities, so the Buddha was considered a foreign deity.
EmperorjKinmeifasked!hisiretainers whether he should accept this foreign god.

ILDBRIXRBRDEZEA
WEETRAZZEDLOVDHDTE,
BIEDTERELEL)D?

“This Buddha has such a beautiful face.

I've never seen such elegance before.
Should we worship it?”

Lo L. @ o@EIChIrboT 0
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DODPEZTN, ZNUTELIEN But the idea of adopting Buddhism met strong opposition
TEXBTLEID, from Mononobe no Okoshi and Nakatomi no Kamako,
two statesmen whose clans had long been in charge of

« .
In the countries west of Japan, everyone religious rituals at the imperial court.

worships the Buddha. Why shouldn’t we?”
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Soga no Iname, a powerful statesman with strong E#HOBRYZNHITLEI)!
ties to Chinese and Korean immigrants, was in “If we worship a foreign god, it will incur

favor of accepting Buddhism. the wrath of the traditional deities!”
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Emperor Kinmei decided 3 But it wasn’t long before a plague broke out. Okoshi and others convinced
to give the Buddhist statue to the emperor that the disaster could be blamed on Iname’s Buddhist worshipping.
Soga no Iname, so that he WA=e | Okoshi threw the statue into a well at the Mukuhara residence™ and burned down

could try worshipping it. { the Buddhist sanctum.

L7 EETTLER!
“Get rid of the Buddha statue!”
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Professing his adherence to Buddhism,
Iname enshrined the statue at his estate
in Oharida and converted another
residence in Mukuhara into a temple.
*1 538FFbHNEFH COMECEBAFRIDERICTESTVET,
%2 [HEEDIETICHUIR T-L 2 58BN ETHIRECR MEOROHF I TEEVIRP B NEE>TVET,
*1 Alternative accounts cite the year 538, but this story follows the Nikon Shoki (“Chronicles of Japan”).
*2 It has been suggested that the statue might have been cast into a canal, but historians now widely agree that it was probably thrown into a well at the Mukuhara residence.
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Decades before Zenshin-ni’s birth,
Buddhism arrives from Baekje.
But the new era does not begin

peacefully.
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The foreign god captivates the Japanese people

“The Buddhist teachings are the most excellent of any religion.” So
said King Seong of the southwest Korean kingdom of Baekje. These
words extolling the virtues of Buddhism were well received by
Emperor Kinmei. The emperor and his people were fascinated by
the tangible presence of the Buddhist statue. Up until then,
traditional Japanese deities were not represented in concrete form;
rather, they were considered in the abstract as elements of nature,
such as mountains, rocks, and trees, or they were thought to reside
in objects such as mirrors. But now, standing before them, was a
Buddha in the form of a gold-plated copper statue. The emperor
was deeply impressed with the statue’s glittering appearance. His
people were awed by their encounter with a culture so different
from their own. From that day on, Buddhist statues would play an
important role in spreading Buddhism throughout Japan.
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Buddhist advocates and opponents—
a struggle for supremacy?

While the Soga clan adopted Buddhism, the Mononobe clan
opposed it, although recent findings reveal the distinction was not
so clear-cut. The remains of a Buddhist temple were recently found
among the ruins of the Mononobe clan’s estate, indicating that they
may have privately followed Buddhism. The Soga clan, for their
part, continued to take part in Shinto rituals. While the Mononobe

and Nakatomi clans maintained power in the imperial court by

LTWERIR - R EE RIS U R R IR I3 SR AT B
EDBABERD LN UEZ B ANSZETHFILED &
LELTe 2O LIHIE OISV S AvsHHAl WS TE
THRELIZEEZSEDITT,

overseeing ancient religious practices, the Soga clan deepened

relations with Chinese and Korean immigrants and with the

Korean Peninsula while also introducing new cultural elements to

counterbalance the influence of the Mononobe and Nakatomi

clans. One could characterize this imperial court rivalry as a battle

between pro- and anti-Buddhist factions.
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Soga no Umako succeeded his father, Soga no Iname,
as the head of the Soga clan. He inherited stone statues and
Buddhist statues that envoys had brought back from Baekje.
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Umako sent Shiba Tatto and others to various places throughout Japan
in search of a priest who could serve as a their spiritual teacher.

Their search led them to Eben, an ex-monk from the Korean kingdom
of Goguryeo who had secularized amid anti-Buddhist oppression.
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“Eben' »
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L2 HETIHEREDVDEL —
“We need priests to hold religious
services for the Buddha.”

BT EELNML L ABEFORTROBEBESCILL,
BANONR BEEORETT,
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Umako had Eben instruct Shima, Shiba Tatto’s 11-year-old
daughter, in the ways of nunhood. Adopting the name
Zenshin-ni, she became Japan’s very first Buddhist

priest. She was followed into nunhood by two other

young girls who would be known as Ezen-ni

and Zenzo-ni.

BFRRORAILEZES L. BENOORGEZRE.

3ADRR. ZETHE R FOELL,
LR EFIE 3 ADR A,

—- ETETIEEREINT X5 IR ELE,
\ Umako built a Buddhist sanctum to the east of his mansion
Ezen ni and enshrined stone statues from Baekje. The three nuns
performed a saie memorial service® there. Umako had great
l‘ / respect for the three nuns and became an increasingly devout
| m ;
R )
Zenzo-ni )&‘ : s 1= Ft'.
s " \ Zenshm ni

disciple of Buddhism.

x %g (RH) HACHABER CDEXOREPBAIOFEEEDNLTVET,

*Saie is a ritual that involves offering food to the Buddha. This saie is said to be the first of its kind to be held in Japan.
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An 11-year-old girl becomes the nation’s first
Buddhist priest, marking the dawn of
Buddhism in Japan

{Z\ . {‘% . {% D %% (3DD=FE)%KDT.  Zenshin-ni becomes the first Japanese
HARTHIO THRLIZEREE Buddhist priest to pursue the Three Jewels

HOHULED

AL B AT E 2 SN DI EIE OB T A5 (4 'The official introduction of Buddhism to Japan is generally equated

- e I with the gifting to the emperor of sutras and a Buddha statue by
SFAEONESESNTORT (LARR) . LA L KRS King Seong of Baekje. But in fact long before then Buddhism had
FENLLRTD S PR ANCE S TRMICEMSNTWEL, been observed privately by immigrants from China and Korea.
%%ai B SRL B E I 201 ATURDIELT T Shiba Tatto, who had come to Japan from China during Emperor
R AT L S _ Keitai’s reign, was one such adherent. His daughter Shima was also
(hFEZATOILI =) BT OB DRI O familiar with the religion. Buddhists traditionally take refuge in the
WRELBINFEEOZFEDIE MAIENE (HR) |2 R “Three Jewels”: the Buddha, the Dharma (the teachings), and the

3 S, 7~ \ - M| angha (the Buddhist community). Soga no Umako had alrea
THIMEERFIDBEENTVEL D] TT . Sangha (the Buddh ty). Soga no Umako had already
TS B LA Tt £ 5 R AR 7 & & 2 e obtained the first two of these, in t.he f0r1T1 of Buddhist s'fatues and
sutras. Now all he needed was a priest. His request for priests to

JEATzDOWIGEFCERADIRTH 22 N\D DL TLIz, proselytize on behalf of Buddhism was met by Shima and two

other girls, who were also the daughters of immigrants.

BlE[AlEWS I ZHARZ? Is a Buddhist nun like a miko

in the service of god?
L AT AR O E I E L o D TLES? g

R3LiE ol {%:@ﬁf—(vﬁ)gf:%%@cgﬁﬁg naxac HA So why was a girl selected as the first Japanese Buddhist priest? In

P . . o
I A DB AT BB EN Tk e =PI SRS T ancient Japan, th.e .role of 1ntermed1at1n.g between the gods and

i humans was traditionally taken by a miko (female shaman). A

Lze BROEP ORI TMA] ECSHEIRRL, TOBRZIEDSD typical example was Himiko, the third-century shamanistic queen
DIZMLZ=BTHDHEZEZT-DITHIRTT . Y, BIFICH of Wakoku (ancient Japan). It is therefore little surprise that people
'Q"C“C”E[:J%:)l:'l; (B)IAFAEL T, EAUTBLLEVLS DI TIE considered a miko to be qualified at interpreting the Buddha—a
HOEEATLLD BERILENFRELITRICIE CA Buddhist nun to a miko. In those days, there were already a number
LBHARMNZGFIEHPOATWZESTT, of bhikkhunis (nuns) in Baekje; female priests were not especially

rare. It was Japan’s unique historical circumstances that paved the

“foreign god”—and spreading his teachings. People equated a

way for Zenshin-ni and her compatriots to enter nunhood.
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Soga no Umako became seriously ill. “Your illness is due to a curse that

: can be traced to the destruction of
a Buddha statue during the time
of your father, Iname.”

KER (50 8) 20,
“Get me Urabe™.” f\ .,fi} wt ik

*A fortune-teller “What...>”
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On hearing this, Umako sent a messenger = [
to Emperor Bidatsu to request permission v LZBERDTELII,
to venerate the Buddha. “In that case, we must heed

Urabe’s advice and duly
revere the Buddha.”

HWT, EDFFIE
ILDENTHLHEINF LT,

“It has been revealed to us that our
master’s illness is due to a curse
connected with the Buddha.”

LIHD ZDER. BMERENRITV.ABDALDPTIL>TWEXT,

Right after this, another plague broke out and claimed numerous lives.
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“Oh no, not again...”
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Mononobe no Moriya and Nakatomi no Katsumi told the emperor that
they believed the plague had been caused by the wrath of traditional
deities who were enraged by Umako’s worshipping of the Buddha.
Upon hearing this, the emperor reinstated the ban on Buddhism.
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CABTEDHRYEINEDTY!

“These things all came to pass because v
the Soga clan tried to spread Buddhism.”

FROIZEAS . EFORIITE LR ZBEZIA,
BRSO TAMEZE EDHRIRIFIETE L,
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Soon thereafter, Moriya and his followers visited Umako’s estate and
burned down the Buddhist sanctum there. From the ashes of the sanctum,
Moriya removed the Buddhist statue and tossed it into a well.
Moriya insulted Buddhists like Umako and Shiba Tatto to their faces
and humiliated them.
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KEELOD!
o “Worshipping a foreign
o deity... You fools!”
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. “This has to stop!”
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“I see. Let us then reinstate the ban
on Buddhism.”
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It is said that right then, out of the clear blue sky,
they were hit by strong winds and rain.
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Moriya took the further step of forcing Umako

to surrender Zenshin-ni and the other two nuns.

Blb%
ENTR!

“Bring the nuns over here!”

3ADRBIFERZHIBINT. EY LTSN,
2w B
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The nuns were stripped of their clerical robes, tied up,
and publicly flogged in Tsubaichi.

BERIZUIZI A BER L HRR AR EL.
CORBMAATHIC L EMD RS S Li3b) ERATLE,

Zenshin-ni encouraged the other two nuns, Ezen-ni and Zenzo-ni,
to endure the ordeal. Even in the throes of such cruel punishment,
the nuns were able to hold onto their faith.

L
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ELADTT  ATILEDBEBIFEIVET,
“Trust in the Buddha and we shall be saved!”
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Three young nuns get caught up in the conflict
between the Soga and Mononobe clans.

'They persevere, never losing their faith.

FAHTTIVv 7, Déja-vu as Umako and Moriya continue
BrESFRICHI SRS NS0 the clan conflict

EHNDWESD HODRDEZL

RCHAUBIBEHEY RO S 2B T I D LS 7 Umako and Moriya carried on the feud of their fathers, Soga no
B TR RO B EBblcE T LA Iname and Mononobe no .OkoshL Yet despite Moriya’s persecution
U of the young nuns, the traditional gods were apparently not
EAET D, TIETLTHERRIBI TV ABIERE assuaged and the plague did not abate. Both Emperor Bidatsu and
DFEFETHINEICADBEALIIIMEEBEN-S172 | &0 Moriya became infected. A rumor spread that they were being
ESIC DS E AT KA S5 T HE. punished for having burned the Buddhist statue. With the
emperor’s permission, Umako began privately following the
MHICFFALT DL RSN BRRIELE FOILICRSN doctrine of Buddhism. The three nuns were released and allowed to
FUI2 BB ADRBEIHO I LABZED MEERRE be near Umako, who showed them his profoundest respect. Umako

LT . LAl B TEFROITIIM . Z DSI935 built 2 new Buddhist sanctum in which he enshrined a Buddhist
statue. However, the conflict between the Soga and Mononobe
FHEEDPI-AVDRESNTWzDTL,

clans intensified as part of a fierce struggle for political power.

DN ER AL IR 'The final battle: victory for Umako,
BT AU P8 I % defeat for Mononobe

N e T B A ;5%“ B S E Soon after the three nuns were returned to Umako’s estate, Emperor
SADEDPRSNTEL4BOER EDHAH  FHIHR £ 29 p

s . e Bidatsu passed away. He was succeeded by Emperor Yomei, who died

Ak NN N N 7 ~HH
ERIEXT I EMDIP2RTTLDET HAXEHE of illness just two years into his reign. Emperor Yomei was fascinated
(LB OB L SE2 BRTICLT HL\&‘:J%{EIQZCUL & with Buddhism and on his deathbed expressed his desire to become a
WNET . COEXLTRIIR S LET A E T [ BI250ES Buddhist. While Moriya opposed the emperor’s wishes, Umako
2 B R LE T A BFIETERICRED ya opp p
NEF LU OB S S AU BRI O FRISE X $ 4 supported them and announced his intention to follow through on
B . :Lu ) . B . J: B ’ the dying emperor’s edict. Faced by a group of court officials who

FIIREPHET HE K1 &5 E‘F:Z i«zﬁi ’!ﬁv[ig(% DRI % backed Umako’s proposal, Moriya conceded. Following Emperor

Ko TR TIESTFRAN. Tl RSB e RET L, Yomei’s death, Umako and Moriya clashed again over the issue of
ST SRR T CE R AT SR ILEE, O imperial succession. Tension between the two was exacerbated by

. . Umako’s assassination of Prince Anahobe, who had been Moriya’s
IR L LR ET preferred choice. With other princes and clan heads taking his side,
Umako and his forces attacked Moriya. When Moriya died in the
attack, it marked the destruction of the Mononobe clan.
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Zenshin-ni had long wished to visit Baekje to study Buddhism.

H:'n %W)J_&i HET% CEDIRAERTT,
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“To be fully ordained as a priest, I KSFRBL,
Biense et e o 6 Backiere oo Marvelous
the precepts.”
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EERISEOLETLE,

In 588, Zenshin-ni, Ezen-ni, and Zenzo-ni departed for Baekje in a boat used by returning Korean envoys.
At that time, Zenshin-ni was only 15 years old.

Vo TEE~T!
“Farewell!”
WANEOTI V&~
“Study hard!”
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A'mural inside Goransa Temple in Buyeo

[ depicts the Japanese nuns arriving by boat.

¥E/&’0)/§73P%Eﬁﬁfﬁ.%@f%/I@UDiTWZﬁﬁ ZIH o EHEED
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It took them around two months to sail from the port in Naniwa (present-day
Osaka) to the mouth of the Geum River on the Korean Peninsula. From there,
they traveled upstream for tens of kilometers before reaching Sabi (present-day

Buyeo), the capital of Baekje.
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\“The precepts of
Buddhism are..
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| After studying the Six Precepts and the Full Precepts for a year

Zenshin-ni and her friends b and a half, the three girls were officially ordained as bhikkhuni.
started their religious training Ve
at a temple in Sabi.
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Zenshin-ni’s voyage predates that of the first

Japanese envoy to Sui China by more than a decade.

Fearless pioneers devoted to their mission.
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Becoming fully ordained so they could
toster Buddhism in Japan

Jukai (“receiving precepts”) is the process by which individuals are
ordained as official members of the Buddhist religion. Those who
are ordained undertake to follow the various ethical codes of
Buddhism. The official ordination ceremony must be performed by
a fully ordained monk or nun. Zenshin-ni and her two colleagues
wanted not only to further their own Buddhist learning, but also to
train and ordain others in Japan and thereby propagate the religion.
So deep was their commitment, they undertook the arduous task of

traveling overseas.

r EBEICEMICBELEDRR

Murals depict cultural exchanges with Baekje

EERSABELBIE-10. B FE EEO
SEARLLTBR T BREROBEA R 70N
BT LT RS2 7 O FR I (FH AT 26606) 1=
Bl SN L ESNTOET A L LRRIEBE-T &
Ao ZOBFITIE M £ ES A ROEBEHBEINTEY,
20550 | BATBENSBELTELE, DR, EMIH.
EE P LR RER L EbIs BB T 18
RESbND | KbbY AABIZD DD BERE DTN,
BECLEERINTW LRI DbNET,

At the time the three nuns traveled to the Korea Peninsula, the region
comprised three kingdoms: Goguryeo, Silla, and Baekje. Of the three, it
was Baekje that had the closest ties to Japan. While reliable
contemporary accounts are lacking, historians believe that Goransa
Temple was founded in the Baekje kingdom during its final phase
(before it fell in 660). The temple is now home to four murals that
recall the events that took place during the Baekje era. One of the
murals depicts nuns on a boat arriving from Japan. Another depicts a
missionary setting out to Japan, bearing Buddhist scriptures and
statues. These murals highlight the great importance attached to the

religious exchanges between Baekje and Japan.
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ALZ @ BLFE R HELPING T0 FOSTER BUDDHISM IN JAPAN
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After comp le.ting their training, Z enshin-ni, Ezen-ni, The three stayed in Sakuraidera (Toyuradera), a temple that
and Zenzo-ni returned to Japan in 590. was founded by Umako and that was the first Buddhist
nunnery in Japan.

EERLLI.VRELAZOEI EMELT.1MADEE,
ECELIEIL
bi?i‘lil*ﬂa){%‘g‘&’)6%%%%%5@&3'&& L7,
Lok Tk
EFEMIL FREFDOEFOZERT. EEEDOABTHY,

{62KhdEh L h & o L

LT E LTRE IS (IERHLER) 0RTF.

In the year following their return from Baekje, the nuns guided 12 novices
to priesthood, including eleven nuns and one monk, Tokusai Hoshi—

the first Japanese monk. Tokusai Hoshi was the adopted Buddhist name of
Tasuna, the son of Shiba Tatto and brother of Zenshin-ni. Tasuna’s son,
Kuratsukuri no Tori (Tori Busshi), became a renowned Buddhist sculptor.

LT AL = ER A B,
A& LRI BB 572D T LT,

Gradually, Japan gained increasing numbers of Buddhist statues, temples,
and officially ordained nuns and monks. Around the country, the ground
was steadily being prepared for Buddhism to take root.
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Umako started building Asukadera (Hokoji Temple) in 588. It was the first Japanese temple with a
full-scale temple compound. In 606, the Asuka Daibutsu Buddha statue—the work of Kuratsukuri no
Tori—was enshrined at the temple. Here, with Zenshin-ni’s nephew Kuratsukuri no Tori in attendance,
the regnant Empress Suiko is said to have bestowed great praise on the achievements of Zenshin-ni.

' P BB E BT
/ EAHMLE D EPEZFE, . “I'am glad to hear
FRETCHEDIALERN % | / your words.”
BB oLE, ;
ZR1I=DERX DB EEEN
2B EL TN ELE,

7. 2 TDOBIEDIEL

“For along time, I have wished 2= _— .
for Buddhism to thrive and I (BEE) BERLT.BLLD

have wanted to obtain the | BEELLULEZBITIEELL,

Buddha’s relics and raise a “And your aunt Shima (Zenshin-ni),

temple. Your grandfather, Shylba having become a nun, went on to train
Tatto, donatt;d t}’l’e Buddha’s other nuns and inculcate them in the
relics. y e S teachings of Buddhism.”
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'The great faith and devotion of one girl

becomes the foundation of Buddhism in Japan

1A% ff% %% D - RS Asuka, the cradle of Buddhism in Japan

HEDPOREL-SEZRE DAL IZ. The three nuns returned from Backje and stayed in Sakuraidera Temple as

Zrounsy  Ehbu - chief nuns. Sakuraidera had formerly been the site of Soga no Iname’s
i E AR > e e
ﬁiﬁj HEARPAR S5 Ei%ifl{ hgzi-7 Mukuhara residence; it was where Iname had housed a Buddhist statue

[AROR]I D Ho1-E 5 TR RIS THESIA bestowed upon him by Emperor Kinmei. Mononobe no Okoshi burned

b0 BT THHF I ELTHRELET 592 down the residence, but Iname’s son Umako later restored it as
Iz S DT — A %ﬁ“’ ?%’% |2 LT o s Sakuraidera. In 592, Suiko renamed the site “Toyurano-miya” and turned

BEVEOAY 5D it into a palace where she was crowned as empress. Nine years later, after

Ao O e /NRIENEHE ST IS THE IS the imperial palace was moved to Oharidano-miya, Umako established a
MHFEBU BT 2B LE T . Chold 1T temple on the former site of the Toyurano-miya palace and called it

O [;ﬁa%\%@iﬁ Iz B 7-0 . AT O 1L H 25 8 Toyuradera. The remains of this site can be found today on the grounds of
. - Kogenji Temple. This area is the cradle of Buddhism in Japan, being where
PEONT FSIABIRE O SBIC HAW D

i the first nunnery and other Buddhist institutions were founded.

ERSE (BHEOEPER T 25F) EUTRBSFAE Asukadera Temple was established for male Buddhist priests, because up
SN ALK D E S E AR TN TENET, to that point there had been only nunneries. With the establishment of

D e R . these institutions, Japan was now ready to propagate Buddhism. One girl
DERPEL PIHALAUS BB O launched the entire history of Buddhism in Japan, and the religion would
FETREEZFATNLZEIIZDET, go on to flourish following an era of turmoil.

E[ EFEERBOAEJE Life of Zenshin-ni jj

S224E% R -FE|EESE HANESRE «[Hzmmal L0, 522: Shiba Tatto, Zenshin-nis father, comes to Japan. “Source: Fuso Ryakuki (an ancient historical record of Japan)
S5524E*  HELVILEIME #5383 LHIET . 552: Buddhism arrives from Baekje. "Some sources put the date at 538.
5744  FABEFOR-IBELTEENS 574: Shiba Tatto has a daughter, Shima, who goes on to become Zenshin-ni.
5844 11T M2 N DI EBITE R, 584: At the age of 11, together with two other girls, Shima participates in an ordination ceremony.
[ZERI[EERI[MEE k5 From then on they are called Zenshin-ni, Ezen-ni, and Zenzo-ni.
BB T LB S MEELE Soga no Umako builds a Buddhist sanctum to enshrine a Buddhist statue.
SANDRENPHAYIDOHRERZITD ‘The three nuns hold Japan's first saie ceremony:
5854 L2\ 2D VAT CHiIF 5 DOMIIcH D 585: The three nuns are taken to Tsubaichi and are given a public whipping as punishment for practicing Buddhism.
5884FE IS THFEANH Y ZMDEEER 588: Zenshin-ni, now 15, journeys to Baekje to study Buddhist precepts.
59055'5 1 7%?5?%4: D'}FSB ° 1“;\{#% l:{f%?é 590: Zenshin-ni returns from Baekje at the age of 17.
EEiEL T 12 AR EESES She becomes a chief nun at Sakuraidera and guides twelve people to priesthood.
v E N §¥ Year of death: Unknown

FRIZTHASLNECTOET AFRIEBAFETRELLTVET,
Note: Historical dates follow those used in the Nibon Shoki (“Chronicles of Japan”).
Ages are rendered in the traditional Japanese age-reckoning system, in which newborns start from one instead of zero, and age is incremented on New Year’s Day.

COWFEIIRBZELDOVEDTHLHEHEFEROEEZBU T IRE DM P REEBU TV R LA BHL B R NREELREZ 55 A — O WG A E L TRELEL .

Editor’s note: While edited for readability, this story is based on actual historical accounts. Zenshin-ni was without doubt one of the “Heroines of Asuka”.
We hope her life story will inspire your interest in the culture and history of Asuka.
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The temple courtyard has

a unique atmosphere.
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Zenshin-ni became the first Buddhist priest in Japan.
In Asuka, you'll find the oldest Buddha statue in the country.

BERIPLBOEE WD 57 DICEHEZO S U E B
BT ORVENWT REBFOERPIREDET HISFD
A ZE P TAH R MR 2B D K SFETREIRL L7225,
RS RINIHIEZEZ TIN50 1400FEFE 720 E
O YR EFICIH T R R EAE 12 2 TOET,

Soga no Umako was very keen to see Asukadera built, and its
construction began around the time that Zenshin-ni left for Baekje
on her voyage of Buddhist discovery. The grand temple compound
took about eight years to build, but the original buildings were
subsequently lost in two fires. Luckily, despite being damaged by
the fires, the Asuka Daibutsu Buddha statue remained intact. After
1,400 years, it stands in the
same place where it was
first enshrined, &m""
greeting visitors %
with the same
gentle smile.
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You'll encounter various Buddhist statues
here. There’s also a statue of Prince Umayato
(posthumously known as Prince Shotoku)
as a 16 year old.

22 TRISKINZEE RO TH BN (LFART) D1,
SR | JOBICRESNBOD,
- HREFORELLROFEES PN TET,

The Asuka Daibutsu was the work of Kuratsukuri no Tori (Tori Busshi),
Zenshin-ni’s nephew. It was repaired after being damaged in fires.
The face and most of the right hand are believed to be original parts.

REFOTELICH DB AFED E I,
CEDETHONIEN . CCETRATE-D72ED,
Nearby is believed to be the burial site of Soga no Iruka’s head.

Legend has it that Iruka’s severed head flew to this place when he
was killed during the Isshi Incident.

Data

SHABEEHRS682

TEL.0744-54-2126 (O4RA1H~9A30H (4A7H~9Rk#)9:00~17:30 (Z1F17:15) 10A1
H~3H31H 9:00~17:00 (%116:45) (¥)350 @ #F1HEWENIREAARITETS

@ 682 Asuka, Asuka-mura

Tel: 0744-54-2126 (©9:00-17:30 (enter by 17:15), Apr. 1—Sept. 30 (closed Apr. 7-9);
9:00-17:00 (enter by 16:45), Oct. 1-Mar. 31 (¥)350 yen ¢! Take the Akakame bus and get
off at Asuka Daibutsu-mae

AHIADISIOAD AINHDOCY = o8> EE
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A journey to meet Zenshin-ni

FEWREEZLDOFENPNOBELIME
D OALNEDILDST-ATZE . H 5T THEE,

Asuka has an abundance of temples steeped in history. (
Feel renewed awe at witnessing the cradle of Japanese Buddhism.
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[]KA‘I][RA TEMPLE b

K1300FATIcTE: o
FED RS SR
HARTHRAIDIEPRTES.
Built 1,300 years ago, this temple is the
first hallowed site in Japan dedicated to

warding oft evil.

BN O ARF 2L # M ED thE R oL
BREELO TOZEBWEEZ JETHLIADIARFHN
INDERFEMOIILEDELEbNTVET TAE
DISPNAYIb=Y 1Ry 3 (N G- YA N I PR s
HAR AT o

The pond on the temple grounds is believed to be

where Gien, the priest who founded Okadera, used his
Buddhist powers to trap a dragon that had been

damaging crops and troubling local farmers. P
This legend is said to be the origin of the [ )ﬁF%lT(: e5% )
belief that evil could be warded off. . ward off bad luck. 4
'The principal image of worship is a a
giant Nyoirin Kannon bodhisattva
statue. Made of clay, this is the
largest Buddhist statue of its kind

in Japan.

<BEUBITT U TR A bV KAESE,
kD N7zBIc &> T LD IERR I 26 /F 1 D72l
The dab of red remaining on the lips of this Buddhist statue

give it a certain charm. The locals say Okadera is the ideal
temple for women who want to ward off bad luck.

Data

@ BAREHE806

TEL.0744-54-2007 ® 8:00~17:00(12A~2A138:00~16:30) (¥)400M ¢ =R &/ X[

FAl T EESHSS

@ 806 Oka, Asuka-mura

Tel: 0744-54-2007 © 8:00-17:00 (8:00—16:30 Dec.—Feb.) 3400 yen

¢! 5 min. walk from Okadera-mae stop on Nara Kotsu bus
MBHWRESESR RE SR
Nyoirin Kannon statue

20 Photo courtesy of Nara National Research Institute for Cultural Properties
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SAKATADERA TEMPLE SITE
FERORME-T-FEICHE,
B D 2D RIELISF O
Originally a humble temple built by Zenshin-ni’s

father, this site was later the location of a temple

founded by her brother, Tasuna.

ANBEGBMLTWEGREOR FIEZESEOREEICHR T HHHF,
BT OZERPHPREDZOICHBELIFELEDNTOETIRE
TRFOIDTHY BEH 7SN THET,

Sakatadera was a temple with its origins in a house built for Buddhist
practice by Zenshin-ni’s father, Shiba Tatto. Sakatadera is believed to
have been founded in honor of Emperor Yomei by Tasuna, Shiba
Tatto’s son. It was considered one of the five greatest temples of Asuka

and is believed to have served as a nunnery.

Data
@ BAEEHFRE408
o FrOELENRRES TEES155
@ 408 Sakada, Asuka-mura
¢! 15 min. walk from Ishibutai stop on Akakame bus

BOWLWRET . Bro&—

HITHIDORE

I%\ o

E®w 5T B o S P
RS Ep ©
TOYURADERA TEMPLE SITE T

EERPEATKRHTFII. FODE
EHFIC S TSI ABEE D,

Zenshin-ni resided at Sakuraidera Temple, which later
became Toyuradera. Here, and nowhere else, is the

cradle of Buddhism in Japan.

WO TEHBAME P LG RE LA OR SR U R 52 #37,
ZORSI2EITEIE LaDE T D M E LAV NEHE ANES/2Z LT,
COBFPEHFLMESNDEI.

_—

Sakuraidera was built on the same site as the Mukuhara residence of Soga
no Iname, at which he had enshrined a Buddhist statue. In 592, the temple
grounds became the Toyurano-miya palace of Empress Suiko. After the
empress moved her palace to Oharidano-miya, this place became known as

Toyuradera.
Data

@ BHEER 27630 (BREFA)

TEL.0744-54-2512 ® 8:30~17:00 (¥ 200/ ¢! F=roFEiE/ X HTFHET<
@ Kogenji Temple precincts, 630 Toyo-ura, Asuka-mura Tel: 0744-54-2512

® 8:30-17:00 (¥)200 yen ¢! Take the Akakame bus and get off at Toyo-ura

Enjoy the tastes of Asuka

Asuka no Shokutaku Restaurant

ES% TR T,

BEZ100MBE O BMEHE-7-FFED a3 — 2R,

A bountiful full-course meal comprising 100 ingredients
HEDHHEXAAVICSEIERBMHARLD S,
BEMEI-ZANAR.BEEN ST Y — £ T3~4
BREIEE D7 LI-BBEB Ly YDV ELER

Leave it to the chef to prepare you a full-course meal—starting from
aperitifs and closing with dessert—made from local Asuka vegetables

and many other wholesome ingredients. Take three or four hours to dine
and relax with fine food and good conversation. Be sure to book ahead.

REVFRTH HIHEFDHMH

Asuka Yumeno-rakuichi Farmers’ Market

@ BEENRE631
TEL.0744—54—3699 (522 F#9#l)
¥)Lunch 3,300~ Dinner5,400MH~

O B11:30~ (FHrtlz) RER

of oD ELE SRS A AR T EiESH25
@ 631 Asuka, Asuka-mura

Tel: 0744-54-3699 (reservations required)
[¥) Lunch from 3,300 yen; Dinner from
5,400 yen O Lunch from 11:30
(negotiable); Closed irregularly ¢! 2 min.
walk from Asuka Daibutsu-mae stop on
Akakame bus

MAP

REBOTHTIE?

B TRV ZZRFORADOBNLE,
Take home seasonal delights available only in Asuka
HIPIE—PDELLIE FTHARE ADOFER |
FRPRY. ML RS EDREYHLSEE A7 §
BRDABLCEZELTLEZDT. ELLLWERS B

@ BEFENRE225-2
TEL.0744-54-33110 9:00~17:00 ¢! #H
HEENIRE T EAEL S
@ 225-2 Asuka, Asuka-mura

Tel: 0744-54-3311 © 9:00-17:00

! Take the Akakame bus and get off at
Asuka

This specialty shop sells a variety of fresh local produce, including
Asuka Ruby strawberries, Malabar spinach, tatsoi, and processed
foods. The farmers who make the produce drop by often, so why not
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ask them for some cooking suggestions?
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A journey to meet Zenshin-ni
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So spacious!

L &2 8 AL

SHONENJI TEMPLE

Hit DO ET R 5% 2 5 HHT I
CDOFOHTENZHILIZ
KATCCTEINT,

Imai-cho retains the classical Japanese
townscape of the Edo Period. This district
once flourished as a temple town.

SHEPELFIIN G LEFZAED-ODES L Shonenji has its roots as a dojo
LTTELONRLED BELHMOFKEDIE,,  (taining hall) dedicated to

BRI S OB, Ia R assingylc  Propagating the Jodo Shinshu
school of Buddhism. Among the

numerous buildings on the

ozl EbH LMD HBFTT .

temple grounds is a main hall

at this venerable temple in 1877.

2019 L DFEAFFHELL

22

designated as an Important Cultural &g «
Property of Japan. Emperor Meiji stayed Eis

The main hall is undergoing 10 years of repair
work, which is due for completion in winter
2019. Even before then, it’s well worth a visit.

» b 5 T 5

JI SRR 22
KAWARADERA TENPLESITE e

JRWBEDIZ RS Bz
HAA=TLCBBe -
CCWEERLTmONOD U
FRHSI5

Imagine a magnificent temple complex

on this spacious site. This is where a temple
for Empress Saimei was built.

JESFEEHLH O R T THLRRIE TP ROEEE
POTRTEL . ARIAPHEDIES S AR ER L Lk
ERH L e R AEMIE o722 B 6N TV,

Kawaradera was erected by Prince Nakano-oe in honor of
his deceased mother, Empress Saimei. Excavations revealed
items such as white marble foundation stones and roof tiles
incorporating a lotus flower motif. In its day, Kawaradera

must have been a truly majestic sight.

Data

S BEEHIIE @ HEHPOEENZ)IETETC
@ Kawahara, Asuka-mura ¢! Take the Akakame bus and get off at
Kawahara

. & chief pri ’
_}\,‘1’ i riest s SiQﬁL
ERLEZSaXL7TTr—RAT20b,
e ) e R

O S SN o 3

Mim

Data

KEIF 0D A% DT THRIERET, \ el IR 2

TEL.0744-22-5509 O PR ot Esk\ARFEOERDS
EHKI9%

@ 3-2-29 Imai-cho, Kashihara-shi

Tel: 0744-22-5509 ® Hours: (Not specified)

! 9 min. walk from Kintetsu Yagi-nishiguchi Station
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Savor the flavors of Asuka

ZEOEILRE 35564 g

Houranya Nara Satoyama Cuisine

HycoBEMPLEE L EOED R BRI,

Plentiful sazoyama dishes made with local Nara produce

FHIDBROLEE D2 BIEIEC T 7 7Y FR Y MR- 1 ER
DEINN=T DB AR BRCEBEE THEILZ K >1BIE T,
Savor seasonal ingredients with the Satoyama Okezen set.
Another popular dish is the Salisbury steak made with local
Yamato pork. Rice and sake are also supplied by local producers.
@ EEH/NVEE -5 LIS TT E R —IV5F —3
TEL.0744-20-0701 (¥Lunch 756~ ®11:00~21:00(L0.20:30) 3 X~AKND17:00LUE$552
FHoH) RRBRH (RBEDBEIEEE NBKA) o ZRITBIR Z/IVE FERESTC

@ 5F Kashihara Man'yo Hall, 11-5 Ousa-cho, Kashihara-shi

Tel: 0744-20-0701 (¥]Lunch from 756 yen (®11:00-21:00 (last order 20:30); Reservations
required Tues.—Thurs. after 17:00; Closed Mon. (open public holidays, closed following Tues.)

! Take the Nara Kotsu bus and get off at Ousa

U)o d Db '10)

Grill Astoria

TAMI28LE D HZE D SIUBIR DIk,

Classic Western-style dishes, served since 1953
ZRICDISTRIFMDPNICBIRAZ 2 — DOV H Y Ay Fid
HBAAINRYRRT —F R ERIEROTIEDOAZ2—HFE
A full array of Western-style dishes, including sandwiches, pasta,
and steak. The recipe for their signature pork cutlet sandwich has
been passed down through three generations of chefs.

& {ERTHAAT400

TEL.0744-29-5200 (¥]Lunch 756~ ® &11:00~15:00(L0.14:30) % 17:00~21:30
(Lo.21:00) ARtk (ADGEIXEZE. NEIKH) o ISR EHBE AT T =ik SH55

@ 400 Kidono-cho, Kashihara-shi

Tel: 0744-29-5200 (¥]Lunch from 756 yen ® Lunch 11:00-15:00 (last order 14:30); Dinner 17:00
—21:30 (last order 21:00); Closed Mon. (open public holidays, closed following Tues.)

¢! 5 min. walk from Kintetsu Unebigoryomae Station

W EE B %

Futaba Shokudo Restaurant

TEF SRS M B SNSELPL DR,
Good old-fashioned Japanese meals, loved by the locals since 1940
RY21—LF2 3 DAYH BIKEADIZOI DA BRHODEFH
BEZ IS EPEFORY I OAIF B HTDALLCREEETT,

Hearty Japanese home-style dishes, like katsudon (breaded pork and

egg on rice), nyumen noodles, and okonomiyaki savory pancakes.
Drop by after sightseeing and enjoy the company of the locals.

& SIMETE R F880-4

TEL.0744-52-2238 (¥)500M~ ®10:30~19:00 (#—7 kR ZEE &o4)) 7K RE - 5B BE PR A
(EERstRZESHY) ISk BRILBR T EiEH3< BEFHY (289)

@ 880-4 Kangakuji, Takatori-cho

Tel: 0744-52-2238 [¥]From 500 yen (®10:30-19:00 (opening hours may vary); Closed Wed. and
3rd Tues. (may close irregularly) ¢! In front of Kintetsu Tsubosakayama Station; parking available

BTE 7 noconoco

Noco Noco Cafe

KR UCEELIH 7 2 TIESTO LD EEEE,

A converted rice granary with a cozy ambience

HEKRCADHERATLORED) 'OZDIZ>F(1,100M) 1%,
IDOIDDITA VT —FIEE TV FTHERTHDATN ESZ,
Relax here for lunch or a tea break. Treat yourself to the monthly
lunch special (1,100 yen), served with kodaimai (ancient rice)
and seasonal vegetables, or a fluffy piece of chiffon cake.

& SHET E+1£57

TEL.0744-52-4771 [¥)Lunch 650~ ®¥H9:00~17:00(L0.16:30). £A#8:00~17:00
(Lo.16:30) ¥ 12~2RIEFH, LAMEHIC16:00BAKE ARREMKA o FSkEEMRILT EESHI15%

@ 57 Kamitosa, Takatori-cho

Tel: 0744-52-4771 [¥] Lunch from 650 yen (® Weekdays 9:00-17:00 (last order 16:30); Sat., Sun.,
public holidays 8:00—17:00 (last order 16:30); Closes at 16:00 on all days during Dec.—Feb.;
Closed Thurs. ¢?15 min. walk from Kintetsu Tsubosakayama Station
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B A5ASBF
OFUSA KANNON TEMPLE
BAICREFESNNT DL,
L2 RO TR NIL G ABETT,

Roses bloom in abundance on the temple grounds.
Drop by this temple when you need to soothe your soul.

#93,800HFD DN T 2D ZDEDITEENLHSD->DEHE A
DHEEKICHPNDNTEO0I BES <®}\’77b’9’iﬂ§3‘ 212132,500
TS DEEE B R PR B2 LO S EDNG,

Take a stroll around the temple grounds while you take in the view and
aroma of 3,800 varieties of roses in bloom. The rose festivals held in
spring and autumn attract throngs of visitors. A wind chime festival held
in summer delights visitors with the refreshingly cool tones of 2,500 wind
chimes hung throughout the temple grounds.

@ 1EEM/\EE16-22

BHICHAHFEBSS] D NGAZL—, TEL.0744-22-2212 ©7:00~17:00 (A2 DIEFI$9:00~16:00)

N5 2 — A EOBACHTC s ¥ MBI B, ARFRAG00M o FATH XIETERSH5S A
L. ) @ 6-22 Ousa-cho, Kashihara-shi

The rose juice is a popular item at the Sabo Ofusa tearoom Tel: 0744-22-2212 ®7:00-17:00 (main hall 9:00~16:00) (¥|Free (main hall 300 yen)

on the temple grounds. Try it! ¢! 5 min. walk from Ousa stop on Nara Kotsu bus

KB RSE IR DAKNOAI TEMPLE SITE e

RSB AKDOFREAZICHDE L,
The largest of all the temples built during the Asuka Period once stood here.

FZWL&D

AR 1215 B 5 7 (A7) AL R A TR A5 DM L R,
B AE % (RED S O LRI LBOET o715, SEHIREDSER,
KBRS OISR LR SN B AR HorE BUEAE A BN TS

According to ancient historical accounts in the Nibon Shoki , Emperor Tenmu relocated
the Kumagori-shoja—a hall for learning established by Prince Umayato—to this site Data

and turned it into Takechi-oodera Temple. This temple later came to be called S EARER/IML W FRpHE /N XEARE /)
I ERSH55

< Koyama, Asuka-mura ¢! 5 min. walk
from Asuka Koyama stop on Akakame bus

Daikandaiji (“the temple of the emperor”). However, modern excavations have revealed
that the remains of the temple compound found here date from Emperor Monmu’s
reign (697-707). It is now widely accepted that Takechi-oodera was located elsewhere.

LLIZA KSR B OROvAMA KUMEDERA TENPLE SITE e

®
Fli S NI RN KD INEB OB DADEL Tz E

Excavations have revealed that this is the former site of Oharidadera Temple.

RSRHRO BN ZH LU IERBEDH 2 KIFF o7 EHEE SN TOTSF .
FE BRI LD R IRICE R RO/ NRH AR -7/ MAHSF I CH 2 2 EDD->T0ET,

Many Asuka Period roof tiles were unearthed here. The site is
Data

QEAEEHRIL o FooEE/ S\ XBBAEFRILTEESF65
@ Okuyama, Asuka-mura ¢! 6 min. walk from Asuka
Okuyama stop on Akakame bus

believed to have been a temple compound covering a vast area,
with a pagoda and a main hall. Recent archaeological excavations
indicate that these ruins are those of Oharidadera, a temple
founded by the Oharida clan (relatives of the Soga clan.)
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FFG=F TACHIDANADERA TEMPLE

B 21 A0 #EDBF,
[ESF/E-o7z BB HVET

'This temple stands on the birthplace of Prince Umayato.

It was also once a nunnery.

TCIEE AR BO =T BT 21 (B T) O T T RIS K FICHLON BT 21770
BlEA2BEL CHFEEDELIZ R B 7R/ EDOFO—DIHZA 6N TWET,

The temple was originally an imperial holiday home

of Emperor Kinmei. Prince Umayato was born here. ! Data

Prince Umayato later converted the palace into a | 5 @ FEEHE532

temple, on the orders of Empress Suiko. : ) TEL.0744-54-2026 © 9:00~17:00 (%{416:30%7)

Tachibanadera is one of seven temples built by ANDILDOEF LR LI-ESND HA,. ;\S%EBOP% L AR L R

e #37
. , S 2 S0

Prince Umayato. é’(t 15 %75) = @ 532 Tachibana, Asuka-mura
The Nimenseki (dual-faced stone) depicts Tel: 0744-54-2026 (® 9:00-17:00 (enter by 16:30)
the human dua_lity ofgood and evil. ¥) 350 yen 4?3 min. walk from Kawahara or Oka-
Which do you think is the good side? JEERITEED SEp A SO EIE

SUTRA COPYING AT TACHIBANADERA TEMPLE - map
—ii—j($\ ﬁ/i‘?%%g—g—o
FPICIDZBZH0EEE %,

Become immersed in copying the characters, one by one.
A wonderfully tranquil way to calm your mind.

FTEROFNISDTIIEDE T2 L LHEICLIRET. EoHWERKIC
BDPWET o ERET BDIIELE DRE—B . —DDOWHRITHEF L. RVET . FIh5
farpz L TV TRFIZED VI T A5 NSRBI T DO—DTY,

A five-minute religious service before the

copying activity frees your mind and soul. You batn
¢ EBAEEES32

TEL.0744-54-2026 ®10:00~16:00 (FF Z#91 &)
[¥)1,5001+FEFI350M o 708 EbE /N R R &/ I AEA
SN TEESH3H

@ 532 Tachibana, Asuka-mura

Tel: 0744-54-2026 ® 10:00—16:00 (takes about an hour)
[¥]1,500 yen plus 350 yen admission ¢?3 min. walk from
Kawahara or Oka-hashimoto stop on Akakame bus

then face a clean white sheet of paper.

Participants transcribe one volume of the Heart

Sutra. Concentrate on one thing and complete
it—this process might help you discover
something about life. It may only take an hour,
but sutra copying is an authentic form of

spiritual training.
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O HIERE MRS 6K

A journey to meet Zenshin-ni

T PSE TSUN0SAKADERA TEMPLE
LOHIEICH BFN 51T RS DR AZERET,

Get a broad perspective on Asuka from this mountainside temple.

EE20mOKRE (A2 R) EROKBIF AEP.2ESM  On the vast temple grounds, you'll see various eye-catching Buddhist stone statues, including

DERROERE BT 2055 KRS O1E7 <O,  ahuge 20-meter-high Kannon statue from India and a gigantic 8-meter reclining Buddha.

B A0 U L HR 2 & RS DA — S T From here, you can get a view of the Asuka area, including Mt. Unebi and the hills of

F4.OAUD | —E TSR HOB S xS Amakashino-oka. The temple’s main object of worship, the Jyuichimen Senjyu Kannon (an
o - =3 N =]

11-headed, 1,000-armed goddess of mercy), is believed to have miraculous powers to cure eye

ELTEATILSAD NZBBEIENET, disease.
HFHSHTT 0! EDFEBZ,

TR .

'The Jyuichimen Senjyu Kannon certainly
has distinctive, powerful eyes!

DRt ERE T,
FHL TSI AT MELTESAET,
Bring your old eyeglasses and

have a memorial service for them.

HELTCRT AT, LA
Thank you for putting us to vest!

REFnfgarcTal
So many gigantic
Buddhist stotues! y

Data

& SWHETERR3

TEL.0744-52-2016 ® 8:30~17:00
(¥/600M o FRIE/NXERFATETC
@ 3 Tsubosaka, Takatori-cho

Tel: 0744-52-2016 (©8:30—17:00

(¥) 600 yen ¢! Take the Nara Kotsu bus
and get off at Tsubosakadera-mae



g

BHE &N DO RE ®ererss
VIINSHUKL INNS IN ASUKA VILLAGE AP @) smasesin

DAVTYLIZFZHAKORET
REDODESLZEUTHAD,
Live like an Asuka local

at these homey accommodations.

HHEMICEREDP7LSADD EIFOTSERICHHELF BT
HITOBMEHES7-KERELREREES T {DBVEFEMAE
iV TRUC RELZSTEORBDZELET,
A minshuku is a type of Japanese-style bed and breakfast. Asuka Village has a
number of minshuku, some of which are located right by ancient sites. For
dinner, enjoy home-cooked meals made with local ingredients or the
Asuka-nabe hotpot, a local specialty. The friendly, relaxing atmosphere and
warm hospitality of a minshufu will make your stay in Asuka a memorable one.
Data

O BHEEHNIV? IFHRRERENHRET TEL 0744-54-2362(8:30~
17:00) (¥ 1;AsARHET 525,400/, ;A28 1& 756,480

@ Various locations around Asuka-mura. Call the Asukakyo Sightseeing
Association to book a room. Tel: 0744-54-2362 (8:30—17:00) (¥)5,400 yen/night
(incl. breakfast); 6,480 yen/night (incl. breakfast and dinner)

REFMHER
ASURADERA KENSHU-KAIRAN s @)

MESUED R R RS T
BIFDOHHEREEIZIHE>TH %o

How about staying at a temple-run training hall in Asuka,
the cradle of Japanese Buddhist culture?

RO DFEIC BT —ECAD R BHSANNITINAHES
3B e UDEEIRITR D ORD A Z D BFHITIL FKPLEHEROF —
AZa—lZ A7 R EDH->THII!

Large tatami rooms and a self-service cafeteria bring to mind the Japanese

school excursion experience. Priests will welcome you at this facility run by
Asukadera Temple. Meals include items such as red rice and a cheese-like

dairy product, both of which were eaten on occasion during ancient times.

Data

& AEERRE725-1

TEL.0744-54-3091 (¥)3&iA%"4,320M. 1i AR (& T524,860M. 1;A2R (&7
27,560 ¥10BUE30BETHI IV —TTHAREE. (10BU T EERHK) of Fp
SHEIE/N RS KIART T EESHKI5H

@ 725-1 Asuka, Asuka-mura

Al NS . .- TR 1L
Tel: 0744-54-3091 (4,320 yen/night (no meals); 4,860 yen/night (incl. breakfast); hRoEnoekans HiEL-8FL- = L LERELCFER.

7,560 yen/night (incl. breakfast and dinner). Available only to groups of 10-30 people M FHOMBS T R RTTRECTHRI- TN,
(negotiable for groups under 10 people). ¢! 5 min. walk from Asuka Daibutsu-mae A “The view from Ohdrano-Sava looking vowards Amakashino-oka, Unebiyama, and Nijosan—

stop on Akakame bus vhat's vhe real Asuka. Take an early movning Stroll around here and enjoy the fresh air.”

:B sls ﬂ%;%%;é L& 73 [4] 73 53 %ﬂﬂﬁ@Web’é 3‘ v 0 ! Check out these websites for more fun in Asuka.
BERTEX Y 1+&55 T EET B sk HIPIE HEHERBEXA- IV /S BHHERY R

Kashihara City Tourism Association Takatori Town Tourism Guide Asuka Navigation Asuka Village Sightseeing Portal
http://www.kashihara-kanko.or.jp/ |http://sightseeing.takatori.info/ | http://www.kitemite.me/asuka/ | http://asukamura.com/

HIEA L LogYg14II 2ARIVETRBEHEIMICHIMOI T
A ER T [ I N A
- B RBRAT R BT 228 A E BRI TL Y Y L TE T, 57591
u = N !
SHTCLY IV TEET, Michimo 2-Seater: This EV can be rented out at .
7\ J Z Narrow Streevs
Al Bicycle Rentals Kashiharajingu-mae Station and Asuka Station. are o breeze!
j_'ﬁ % % @ <, 5 g Bicycles can be rented out < ¥ #) Reservations > ‘ s *i &
I, 9 at five locntions'in th“e area, 18 S B ER B R .
Cruise around Asuka such as at Kashiharajingu-mae Kashiharajingu-mae Station Asuka Station
Station and Asuka Station. TEL.070-5262-7472 TEL.0744-54-2099
i hoice of wheels oL . ras-5a-209:
in your ¢ . http://michimo.mobi http://michimo.jp
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L4 DT 7 A Access

EiiPN
Shin-Osaka

<«EEZ FHERP
To Hakata JRKBR/#5H To Tokyo
JR Osaka / Umeda
4EHF=ZE
To Kobe Sannomiya
&Ejg,% j bl = ‘
ishi-kujo ST A
B R Eizdi Yamato-saidaiji ﬁ ﬁ
iy, i &
suruhashi ) use O Oinsan
Kintetsu Nara
EF JRER
~Oji MR Nara
XEF b
i g AFIAR Bl ELLED
Tennoji *lﬁg}ﬁ}fﬂﬁ Yamato-yagi M’|_r\n|nash| Sakurai To Nagoya
Abenobashi 7
) . - AARFED I
o el 1= Yagi-nishiguchi
EHEE% Takada =
ol Kan‘sarAlrport' R Vm{g Unebi
E o r Unebigoryomae
y B,
A3 ashiharajingu-mae
: "m @3 Okadera
AL ‘.“'.I RE Asuka

| Hem — TS — R T EEPRIL Tsubosakayama
| A Shinkansen Kintetsu Railway Osaka Municipal R Ichio

Subway

) NI VINR
Airport Limousine
Bus

= RFEEHA o REHEE ZE O Yoshinoguchi

JR West Hanshin Railway

s, "l.'.{l";

=5 Yoshino

*HER

Limited express ~ Y< 21T Express FEREIZEZL TY, Travel times are approximate.

I FEABRPTEREF 15
Kintetsu
Osaka Abenobashi

¥¢38 min.

BEMER
Y2 min.

Kashiharajingu-mae

Y¢2 min.

Okadera

ERRIL
Tsubosaka-
yama

JR¥SRESH Haruka JR Limited Express

RmZEE JRRESF| ., KK IRFTEREF 15 ERH = i 5 w5 gL mE
* fES
AKiarBZarlt = JR Tennoji Walk OsakaKI/-r\]tt)gtnstl)Jbashi Kashiharajingu-mae Okadera Asuka suyl;?::ka Ichio
S i')?ﬁx. Transfer
) LIV INR  Airport Limousine Bus
BREZEE—9—-3IFI iz P IVAV #—L?Hi =0 fE F w5 gERRIL mE
K‘:’rzsri'ﬁ'?ghort Yaﬁgtit-;l;gi Kashiharajingu-mae Okadera Asuka suyt;o:]zka Ichio
E3) }ﬁz. Transfer
IEEKRER D Pﬁﬁiaﬁu i <5 mE g/RI mE
H min.
I(||<r;/t§tt;u Kashiharajingu-mae Okadera Asuka Tsuybac:;e;ka- Ichio
FED A Transfer FED A Transfer
EHBEHE o KFAKR ERHEE i 5 b /R mE
i h. min.
Iﬂg;t;: Yamato-yagi Kashiharajingu-mae Okadera Asuka Tsuyl;?Yslzka- Ichio

B RBMAFAFRERR ERET
Supervisor: Sadako Takinami, Professor Emeritus, Kyoto Women’s University
BEHN  ZRENIBRELTFMRN RRLHMERR LHRE

Photos courtesy of: Archaeological Institute of Kashihara, Nara Prefecture; Nara National Research
Institute for Cultural Properties; Yasuhiko Ueda

HAGEPE [RE | AT A+
http://asuka-japan-heritage.jp/

EETEAGS  FREBEEMAREE1THEG-8 BEMEN R 5—2 Tel: 0744-20-1123
Kashihara City Tourism Association: 2F, 1-6-8 Naizen-cho, Kashihara-shi, Nara Prefecture

ARG S  FRESHASIE] E1£20-2 ZAlE  Tel: 0744-52-1150
Takatori Town Tourism Association: 20-2 Kamitosa, Takatori-cho, Takaichi-gun, Nara Prefecture

RERBAEGS  TRESHAMAREHE1220 BAASHEALZEIBE Tel: 0744-54-2362 - 3240
Asukakyo Tourism Association: 1F, 1220 Oka, Asuka-mura, Takaichi-gun, Nara Prefecture

31T
BAEEIRE | BAREEFRMEERES
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