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About 1,400 years ago in the 7th century, the nation of Japan was born amid a
drastically changing world. These are the women, with their unwavering passion

and commitment, who made significant contributions to the formation of\the nation.
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A gifted facilitator, East Asia’s first empress
worked astutely with political leaders e CERHR DL - EF‘W' A |

to enhance ]apan’s regional status Photo courtesy of Nagato Shipbuilding History. Museum
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A rega.l woman with strong powers of communication
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A pure-hearted woman with a charitable spirit
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TOLLOWTHE FOOTSTEPS OF THEMERDINES OF ASURA AND TRAVEL BACK IN TIME
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HAERE Iz ‘{%B\ Designated as a Japan Heritage (]
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YA é hi ]\/ 7L E'ZC\ Five women played an active role in the formation of Japan in the Asuka m
Period (592-710 AD). Their story took place in the area covering
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AREIBR BT BIRE A2 RGIC.SAOKIE Kashihara City, Takatori Town, and Asuka Village. Titled “The Dawn N

1S DR LR CRE S RS R O WaE T HA of Japan: Women in the Asuka Period,” the collective story was SZ{ EJ-'—

B D EE~TREEMI- 2B~ 1D HARYIO[HA designated as one of the first “Japan Heritage” items by Japan’s Agency PRt Cuhm;!;{.\.m.
AAAAAAAAAAAAA SPE IR TAEAH 24HIC I SN E LT, for Cultural Affairs on April 24, 2015. Govemment of Japan
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THE STORY OF EMPRESS SUIKD
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Princess Nukatabe, as she was known before FREERLLTHIIERELE T,

she became Empress Suiko, was the second ‘The young princess grew up to become a

daughter of six children fathered by Emperor B! bright, beautiful, and—according to the
Nihon Shoki (“Chronicles of Japan”)—

surpassingly graceful woman.
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She was made a consort to one of her half
brothers, Emperor Bidatsu, bearing him
two sons and five daughters.
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A 10 RETHIME, Bidatsu’s death saw power bestowed

& RECHAME upon another of Nukatabe’s half brothers,
Emperor Yomei. His reign lasted just two
years before he succumbed to a fatal illness.

After some 10 years on the throne,
Emperor Bidatsu passed away.
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With all of Emperor Kinmei’s sons
now gone...
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Yomei was succeeded by yet another of Nukatabe’s half L o KREIR,
brothers, Emperor Sushun. But as a result of rising tensions B L —{&, EEDS---,

between Sushun and Soga no Umako (of the ruling Soga clan), ] Who would take up the vacant
the latter ordered the assassination of the former. . throne?
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A power struggle gives rise to
Japan’s first empress. Her balanced
perspective and communication skills

lead to a long and stable reign.

AT AR e 2 [ 72 <HFe< A land afflicted by plague and conflict

FIAR 2ORR R B OB AR T 5, 51%75\ 5 During the reign of Emperor Kinmei, Buddhist statues and sutras

*Ri@(%c‘i%ﬂﬂfﬁ%f:%éﬂibf:o%ﬂi’@ﬁﬁlij{fﬁ%%ﬁ@ were brot.lght to Japan from Baekje, a kingc?om in southwest Korea.
HODN At that time, the Mononobe and Nakatomi clans each played a part

Y?Zf%%lﬁ%)’C“d%of:f:&%ﬁ%%’%—%ﬁﬂti%bo’(b VR in overseeing religious and military duties. Both clans opposed the
L Eﬁ% FRIMMABOZFANZIEELELD ERAED introduction of Buddhism, insisting that only traditional Japanese
TR SR E%i%%%% 13 SR B S5 o (IR deities should be vx{orshipped. Nevertheless, Emperor Ki.nmei
bestowed a Buddhist statue on Soga no Iname, a man with strong
TALFET2LIICLDELL L#L%@Ef&ﬁ%ﬁﬁj{ﬁﬁ‘ ties to Chinese and Korean immigrants. Iname saw that the statue
LELMER - E O EKIFAZ DT WTT @J ST was duly venerated. But when a plague broke out, the Mononobe

WBELTAMER M OIRITIC e T T LE L BRI S and Nakatomi clans seized the chance to blame it on the new

N N religion, claiming it had incurred the wrath of the traditional
MO F NI T AN =P BEPOTLI, deities. The two clans had the statue tossed into a canal, in an

incident that aggravated the already tense relations between the

Soga and Mononobe clans.

HReROBZID120,
HARW O HEREI Japan’s first empress weathers a political storm

O CEFRE FI3HHMAROYIER A IRITLET . LA LIRELE The Soga clan eventually defeated the Mononobe clan, but political
. o o turmoil lingered, as it did on the neighboring Korean Peninsula.
BELHE BRL TRICHF SN TR S5O, Following iorhe assassination of Empegror Susﬁun, Soga no Umako
IR B OB T ETHIL L RERRORAE and other clan leaders sought to fill the power vacuum in Japan.
IV SH 2720, B0 EESE L OISEE SN CH L, BT% They urged Princess Nukatabe—empress consort to the former
HUhET BE NS 5 R B S Al Emperor Bidatsu—to accede to the throne, seeing in her great
leadership potential. Only at the third time of asking did she finally
AT LI OTLI, gﬁm%ﬁ%g%;g‘ SEHDERTED acquiesce. At Toyurano-miya Palace in the year 592, the
PRI 5924FE . 395D LB E CHIML.HARYI O 39-year-old Princess Nukatabe was crowned Empress Suiko. She

KRBT H W LT o7 DT  SAUTEHT D7D thereby became the first woman in the history of Japan—and East
LR TbHOELS Asia—to be enthroned as an empress.
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Even as a child, Umayato was
renowned for his exceptional " =
intellect and noble character. EIL&I

“What should we do?”
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In the year following her accession to the ; p VLHNBIEED, AV ARHAMTL,

throne, Empress Suiko appointed as regent 1R § 'The charismatic Prince Umayato was reputed to be
her nephew, Prince Umayato (posthumously able to hear and understand every word spoken by as
referred to as Prince Shotoku). many as ten people addressing him at the same time.

d

29 LTHERLZHD
77! o - ' KBt LThitirs,
;Z;“ g;%’ 775) 3 = With Suiko on the throne...
b} b I

«p,

ve become too powerful
to be challenged.”
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Soga no Umako believed that neither Empress
Suiko nor Prince Umayato would dare to challenge ... state affairs were administrated jointly by
him the way the former Emperor Sushun had done. the empress, Umayato, and Soga no Umako.
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In 600, Suiko sent a mission to Sui China in an
attempt to resume diplomatic relations that had
been suspended for over 100 years.

FEOREZZI -
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Upon its return, the mission delivered astonishing reports
of prosperity in Sui.
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Bringing advanced Chinese culture and political
reform to Japan, while balancing power between

Prince Umayato and Soga no Umako

Hastening the development of Japanese

VHEZOSLTCENZRVET civilization

Heth 427 i if{h%ﬁ*@:&)(é%b NCHAE AT 7= (%% To quell political discord over the introduction of Buddhism,

ey sk Empress Suiko gave official recognition to that religion and

J@ %%E‘b L ZBEAICEREMER LI 2T . . . _
- promoted its propagation through the issuance of the Flourishing
BRI TR R A B IR ESF ORI E Three Treasures Edict. Before the edict had even been issued, Soga

TEDTWEL o F- 81 B DO RNEERIBERAL D, %f(%%; no Umako and Prince Umayato had already ordered the
é%éﬁ‘%‘/)’(’?&:{m AR 2 ES T 0E T, C OB construction of the Buddhist temples of Asukadera and Shitennoji,
1=22) =] - o B/c

BBLI DA T FORRZELOETD Japan from Baekje and Goguryeo, in part to escape political unrest
AT OFAM A M L ZE= 4 U EB R E L. 2L T603 on the Korean Peninsula. Along with their Buddhist teachings,

L ZNECOERER 5T LOEER D /T\‘%ggl)ﬂ&%ﬁ% o these monks brought from their regions the latest culture, arts,
Lils X science, and technology, including the technology for constructing

respectively. During this period, many Buddhist monks came to

temples. These modern techniques were incorporated into the

design of Oharidano-miya Palace, which was completed in 603.

Consolidating the foundations
BALELTEOHIE DD of an imperial state

Wi B AV VR E 0B HE AT B IcED T After the imperial palace was moved to Oharidano-miya, Empress
o . e - Suiko, in consultation with Prince Umayato and Soga no Umako,
WeRT=HEREL BEORARREEAELE, adopted the Twelve-Level Cap and Ranyk System. Tiis system
RADEEAZ AL -F- BHERNIFUTHREEL H O required each court official to wear a cap that was colored and
GBI THIAI TR LET « CNETIHESINER DS decorated according to a rank corresponding to a high or low
WEH MO MR E LD, KEZTDET HEFEN version of one of six Confucian virtues: virtue, benevolence,
propriety, sincerity, justice, and knowledge. Convention had
FRPIFN LT N MAIE G RO DT AESTEX formerly dictated that rank was determined solely on a hereditary
U7z o SNDS OBEDNIERIDOEREE 257D T . F LT3 basis, but the new, meritocratic system allowed for promotion based
AR A CUSEEDE L BT [ A>T ELE on individual talent and achievements. This system later provided
o . . N the foundation for an improved court ranking system. Also adopted
BIIEDBISNFHERBALEOFoNEHMERD during the reign of Empress Suiko was the Seventeen-Article
HDTLIz. 2HL THIAN A E A —SUTED SN2 D TT Constitution. Unlike Japan’s modern-day constitution, this
document propounded the morals and virtues expected of
government officials and of the empress’s subjects; the first article,
for example, stated, “Harmony is to be valued.” Thus, under the

reign of Empress Suiko, Japan was undergoing a rapid and

comprehensive political transformation.
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In 607, Suiko sent a second \ .
mission to Sui China, with Ono
no Imoko acting as her envoy.

, . FERLOBC %mw\a: MEITE7- 2 BARDfFER & LT
Z0%, HEAFRIERET. BRETFL LD | 22r32%5x512, tevaovons
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. . rior to his departure, Imoko was urged by the empress
Aided by Prince Umayato and Soga no Umako, Empress to carry himself in the kind of dignified manner befitting

Suik(_) administerec_l state af_fairs Witl_l deft skill, p_rompting an envoy of a sovereign state. The mission arrived safely
a period of dramatic and wide-ranging progress in Japan. at the Sui capital of Daxing (present-day X'an).
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1 BOZEZWMOHL X9,
When Imoko received an audience
with Emperor Yang, the envoy took
out a letter.

Zhi, ERLENSOEETLL,

It was a letter Suiko had written to Yang.

“From the sovereign of the land of the rising

sun to the sovereign of the land of the setting sun,
may good health be with you.”

‘\\ Lo L., BROBICTOHTFD
|\ [ mracionensrmramo:
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1l v
THow d]al‘e she calll h!:rself\
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a sovereign! |

Nonetheless, Yang was impressed with
Imoko’s composed manner.

lih’d’\n?n
Ik EEER
ARIITPESL XHIGMUET,
He decided to reciprocate by sending
his own envoy, Pei Shiging, to Japan.
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The following year, Ono no Imoko returned to Japan in the company of
12 Chinese envoys led by Pei Shiqing. They brought with them Buddhist

sutras and a great many Chinese artifacts.

AHOLSIH et R

w5 Z—

“Let’s go home!”
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As soon as the palace learned of the arrival of
Imoko, Shiging, and the other Chinese envoys
at Tsukushi (part of present-day Fukuoka),

court officials hurried to prepare a reception.

i CTEERIC AN TR A7 30 0T

PEEZDZ SEZRIEL ., BROEATEESE,
Thirty vessels greeted the envoy ship

They hastily constructed a guest house
at the river mouth and escorted it to shore.

in Naniwa (present-day Osaka) to

provide accommodation for the envoys.

ICEPLIC
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Upon landing, the envoys were welcomed by a
festive crowd and ushered to the guest house.

:

BFI, RICHELFELLDBEORENESLDTI,
Imoko returned to Asuka, where Empress Suiko and her aids “Ah, so that’s [P -
were waiting for him. the reason...” J FEEEMA S 701,
Hll-ZE L kv
i \ = JEITLET,
BRLERH D FH¥A ! (=3 “We've decided not to
IEEDREZZEINT uh? ] unish you. We need you
p ¥ ¥
LEwElL!! : at the reception ceremony

R
“I beg your forgiveness— for the Sui mission.
Emperor Yang’s letter to you
was stolen from me.”

ZH0H T L

RAREDR
“What?!”

I BRENDHRFIC, HEETHFPERFEFI,
A BERREONLCARE DL

sansge SIFET,

BoTRo0 1 When they saw the way that Imoko was bowing and begging
“That’s totally for forgiveness, both Empress Suiko and Prince Umayato
unforgivable!” surmised that the letter had not in fact been stolen; rather,

Imoko had considered it too insulting to show them.
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The Sui envoys led by Pei Shiqing also set out S8 St ak<on hrsbak -
on a journey to Asuka. L -. . e s . :
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It’s along way

to go, isn’t it?”

NiIZfTOIEHD
Going up the river by ship

REFOXEL RS
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He was also invited to observe the construction
of the Asuka Daibutsu, a Buddha statue that was
to be the principal object of worship at Asukadera
Temple.

WELZFELDERIIBWLTYH

Shiqing received an audience with
Empress Suiko.

, | 2 UCRET 2RISR, B, EMEE LT
RO S T & (3 U0 P E MR AP DU E L1z,

ThitwnwHZLEE! Suiko ordered Ono no Imoko to accompany Pei Shiging on
= his return trip to China on a mission that also included

“I expected Japan to be a tiny monks and scholars.

nation of barbarians. Nothing
could be further from the truth!”

EHF I
BERDOLTHRLICEZ XL,
Shiqing was deeply impressed by
the hospitality shown to him.

10
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Japan progresses under Empress Suiko’s

astute and pragmatic reign

ik Bkt NN Emperor Yang enraged by self-proclaimed
[HHDO 20D KT | sovereign

6074, /J\Eﬂz;k% WE2AEMEHE L CIRBSN-E2D When the envoy Ono no Imoko visited Sui China in 607, he
e J&%%Ci H5EFLIFET | #HAD K B A EL- presente('l a l'etter'from Empress Suiko to Emperor'Yang. In that
letter, Suiko implied that she and Yang were sovereigns of equal
CETEROBELIEFELILEODNTLET ZNTY stature, which infuriated the emperor. He considered Japan a small,
IR FE A ZALEE L CHARICRELZ DI Yo backward nation, and he denounced the letter as “barbaric”. Even
Z5¢y
FEIXm B EOXNLATRED . SR ez Et R T HAZ
AR R ‘lﬁ!/ﬂgu‘ e * country was about to wage war against the Goguryeo kingdom.
Wegaie ;‘j—;’i& Hff:; EVSFHAH1HETT  F e, Yang therefore decided to send his envoy Pei Shiqing to Japan—a
WL B O E R HRSHARE BB LR EEL TV decision partly influenced by the fact that the Korean kingdoms of
CER BHEL LTV DOTLED . ZHLTFEE AR D ot Baekje and Silla had already forged close diplomatic ties with
S AT = UL L L o S B e B Japan. The emperor’s recognition of Japan as a sovereign state paved
ROEWH L HIEO 2 RO T
HAZEELTOBRE R BRI EL .

s0, he had no wish to antagonize Japan at a time when his own

the way for Japan to establish equal-footed relations with China.

Missions bring back Buddhism and modern
INAE TS 2RO DEFEH Chinese culture

EIEFEORMIL N OSSO Y7 S A S 'The main purpose of the China missions conducted by Imoko and
others was to gather Buddhist teachings and sutras, along with
IR B PIREXALE S S ETLI. T D7D other books ar%d cultural artifacts, andiring them back ti Japan.
2T T O IR EICBRLC, E’?‘LF@&LT%ﬁ On his return trip to China, Shiqing was accompanied by Imoko
ENBHZEI ol FEEBIC, ,jﬁ ﬁ%i%%%}}%%%jg‘ and a bevy of scholars and monks whose number included
{E@%?Ec@% BE1F S LT 2L TH SRS B2 5 Takamuko no Kuromaro, Minabuchi no Shoan, and Min. During
their missions, the visitors studied the Sui dynasty’s centralized
B D BR 7 $17C & 2 i R SR AR BE B A B e & government system, its legal system, and its taxation system, and
FATARNZZFE U 2o TIUT IS THBEE B OEFAIC DN T, they proceeded to import these systems to Japan. Also, by gathering
BEDTX 2L o7l E b E Ay N CHoT-E N Z 5 up-to-date information about events on the Korean Peninsula, the

TL&D,

imperial court was able to make a more precise strategic analysis of

the political situation there.
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NEEAH> & DFAATTEH>1S APPIYING CIVILENGINEERING TECHNIQUES FROM THE CONTINENT

EELZHF IR, ORENEL S EED
Bzl 7,

Empress Suiko ordered the construction of a road

ZNUIEEED .
REMHEICED, ERAMZEY) 2 KB, TT,

Ihd TKE b AREDEETT,

This road, called Oji at the time, is the oldest imperial road in Japan. Believed to be the
same road that we call Yoko-oji today, this road starts from Naniwa and runs through

the Takenouchi Pass at the southern base of Mount Nijo. From there, it goes past Nagao
Shrine and runs across the Nara basin.

5 Z bILDREE - TTAIR %:ﬁx.'g

INGRARDEDETTIEERL .,
These routes played a role in facilitating
diplomatic relations with foreign states...

LI

amada;michi
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BE B s AFE, kRN E T,

The empress also ordered the Yamada-michi and Sujikai-michi routes
to be repaired. Running between Ikaruga and Oharidano-miya Palace,
the Sujikai-michi route is also known as Taishi-michi (Prince Road),
reflecting the fact that it was often used by Prince Umayato.

AR, BHRE2EDSDICRPERV
BEREELRDELL,
| ...while also boosting the flow of people,
" products, and information.

EHICREZIZL D LT 5K, ARAIC,

BT T,

BRI O E > THEREZT)
KRELR 7Y 27 P 2RITLET,
Suiko also instigated a major paddy field
development project, which involved digging
irrigation ponds in areas such as Asuka,
Yamato, and Kawachi.

ARDEDL LHEMNIC,
FEOBNOREL
BARLELZ,

People became more affluent,
and the imperial court enjoyed
increased tax revenues.

MoK EZERY AT
cHMEIERL .
KEEBEA KRB,
The new irrigation system
helped to significantly expand
the area of land under
cultivation.
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Consolidating Japan’s sovereign status,
gJap g

introducing foreign culture,

and increasing prosperity

ANZDELLZENIZT H7-0DI1C
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LEBEL. D AAB LTS [ 50 25T AL
PR EMNTAIEEHNET A TUIZ.599FITEE &7 K E
DOEXIIFBEICHEBOMEZIESE F-607FE I FEEIX
DAEDLLTRSHIE T 5 &5 12| & [ D | %56
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Blending cultures and religions

Along with Buddhist sutras, the missions to Sui China brought
back a calendar system and sophisticated cultural artifacts in the
fields of astronomy, geography, music, and pharmacy. They also
introduced the Chinese political system to Japan. Amid this influx
of Chinese culture, traditional Japanese Shintoism continued to
coexist with Buddhism. Shintoism had a large number of adherents,
and it was long used by Japan’s imperial rulers as a bulwark for state
affairs. For example, when Japan was struck by a major earthquake
in 599, Empress Suiko ordered the construction of numerous
shrines around the country dedicated to the Shinto god of
earthquakes. And in 607, the empress issued the Edict of
Godliness, in which she exhorted her subjects to worship Shinto
deities devoutly. Through such actions, the empress sought to keep a
balance between Buddhism and Shintoism and prevent religious
conflict. Likewise, she introduced aspects of Chinese culture in such

a way that they would blend in harmoniously with Japanese culture.

I
ERY S ImFOEAIDIILEY

FEABR (E204) I TEEAE R, EHY T, B
T TRE Y THITS M, L DRI DY T, B £ 12
AR DRERES PEOBERTHY . SO XL S B
WAL ORI T, KM AEE 5 B (R A HBED
EREEDI DB E L SNTOET. COZERS
EBEBIA-TREEILS BEOBmENLLE) HBEH
WAL H D BB A D AT E o oS E SNTLET,

“Medicine hunting” evolves into modern Children’s Day holiday

B

According to the Nihon Shoki, Suiko’s subjects gathered in Hata on
May 5, 612 for an event called kusurigari or “medicine hunting”. This
court-sponsored event promoted a theme of good health, with women
picking medicinal herbs near Hatamikai Shrine while men hunted deer
for their antler velvet, which was thought to have medicinal value. This
event evolved into the traditional Tango no sekku festival, in which
people would take baths with shobu leaves and roots to ward oft evil.
Nowadays the holiday is celebrated as Children’s Day. Takatori, the
town where Hatamikai Shrine is located, is now home to numerous

pharmaceutical companies.

A
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ARIZEZIEL A,
WEEZFEDLELROICKBELE L,

Umayato’s death was widely and deeply mourned,
no more so than by Empress Suiko.

IEREDART

BERE2FH, ROKICKRT LI IchD L%,
BRLTOARITL k-8B, BREFD
49 ETHEDIRD ICOEF X L7,

Prince Umayato became seriously ill and passed away
at the age of 49—the day after his consort died.

EBEREFD5EE, LIZs LT
- MIBEBRKOHETHY., hET

ZHDH F : f — .
BT S A oA HRTHBH%-DE) L iF

Not long after Umayato’s passing, Soga no Umako came to LN A (o7 N~ . .
Suiko with a request. Umako asked the empress to grant ' })fg ;; :C‘;T SEIANTI

him control of the imperial territory known as Kazuraki, e
L2LveE, COBHERZEK 6,

on the grounds that it was his birthplace. S
B CHIBILLLF Lo L
D35 FOBIL: b (7 VWHbNBETLE D,

B £ 3 S I% PEES
e SR . X RUCRABEB AR RO
7Y DEFNELTHLD S, " @\ B\ AEThorLBRERTILK
BELTWREEZS ! . = - HhET!

‘1 "‘51_( that you grant me Kazuraki, \ : “I’'m also from the Soga clan, and I've always

my birthplace. I granted you—my uncle—whatever you wished.
But if the imperial court loses Kazuraki now,
history will view me as a careless ruler and you
as a disloyal minister!”

’h\; (¢

Z0D 2 Fig, HHLFIL,
75 CZDOEEZBALEX L,

Empress Suiko passed away
two years later at the age of 75.

HEZHFIIVED

. ~ = g’ KU EDHC
DATCRT I 626 i ; " | BFOMERFrLLBoTLET.
TEY ET | - “ehe
o ! Lo e empress was laid to rest in the mausoleum
Soga no Umako died in 626. where her son Prince Takeda had earlier been
entombed.




HIETAME»SOHRLUTHITT I,
EEHIciEbns &L,
B TI TR THDH AR T E LT,

NOLSIH 2 B

Empress Suiko took on political challenges

and overcame stereotypes

T 207 R DR Empress Suiko’s final wish

HRETOH t’%ﬂ%ﬁ%ﬁ?ﬂﬂjé&ﬁ(ﬁ%&%ﬁ(@b R XET, After Soga no Emishi took over the post of his deceased father,
BE R4 4 o 7t 27 o T A HE K S DI BT Soga no Umako, imperial succession once again became a source of
rosone - ' eELApBADG - conflict. At her deathbed, Empress Suiko summoned two
HHNETE AR TORTOIWERILET2HORKIC prospective successors: Prince Tamura, grandson of Emperor
MEATESELELLEAS BSOS 38T ET . Z LS Bidatsu, and Prince Yamashiro, son of Prince Umayato. Although
LR DA RN ES T RRH A OICHZ TS she left them her will, she did not indicate a preference for her
TIOZ DTN > CEERD DBV BAZ TH B, famine at the time, Suiko instructed her aids not to expend
OB RZTHE TFOREICENILIVIESEITFET, resources on building a new mausoleum for her. Her final wish was

AZDEL LA BN BBIOEL- DI R L that of a loving mother. She requested that her body be entombed
in the same mausoleum in which her beloved son Prince Takeda
ERMTHETANORELTOENTL,

had been laid to rest.

successor. Ever mindful of her subjects, who were suffering from

[ #ediZem O EE  Life of Empress Suiko ]j

5544  $SRIAKED6 ABEDOIRLZEL T4 554: Born as the second daughter of six children fathered by Emperor Kinmei.
571 RENOBGERELISK TR 2 571: Marries her half-brother Emperor Bidatsu at the age of 18.

5854%F  BUEKRENHIHIT S 585: Emperor Bidatsu passes away.

5884  MEFOEEHEZMIBETD 588: Construction of Asukadera Temple begins.

S5O2fF RIRKEPHERSNS
b4 SIEEICT39m Al

592: Enthroned at Toyurano-miya Palace at the age of 39, following the assassination of Emperor Sushun.

593(F MR EFEERFICLIEBICERTS 593: Appoints Prince Umayato as regent.

5944  [=FEE|OFREZHATS 594: Issues Flourishing Three Treasures Edict.

6004  FE1MEOBIEHZIRET S 600: Sends first mission to Sui China.

6034F INEHEAGEE A A E 603: Moves imperial palace to Oharidano-miya. Institutes Twelve-Level Cap and Rank System.

6044  +ESEEERIE 604: Adopts Seventeen-Article Constitution.

6074F  H2[MNEREME CNE%RT5) ZIRET S 607: Sends second mission to Sui China, led by Ono no Imoko.
[Heph DR =349 5 Issues Edict of Godliness.

608  EFEM CNEFHT-5) JmElL S ZEHTE S5kH 608: Tmoko returns from China accompanied by Pei Shiging.
HE NSO 2EICRE Another mission led by Imoko then goes back to China.

6124  WEREHFMAELCERDET S 612: “Medicine hunting” event held near Hatamikai Shrine.

6144  HEOEMHEZIRET S 614: Sends final mission to Sui China.
(6184 &ML EARESID) (Sui dynasty falls in 618, superseded by Tang dynasty.)

6224 B P B DMA95% THEET B 622: Prince Umayato dies at the age of 49.

6264F @RS TAETD 626: Soga 1o Umako dies.

6284F e 2 D7 SIS CRATEIT % 628: Empress Suiko dies at the age of 75.

I FETRELTVET

Note: Ages are rendered in the traditional Japanese age-reckoning system, in which newborns start from one instead of zero, and age is incremented on New Year’s Day.

COWEBIERELHROOEDTHHMN L OB L T RGO PRFEEZBRE WIS E2ERL BN EEZEEA LS A=) — OV iR E L TR LEL.

Editor’s note: While edited for readability, this story is based on actual historical accounts. Empress Suiko was without doubt one of the “Heroines of Asuka”. 15
‘We hope her life story will inspire your interest in the culture and history of Asuka.
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H ¥ T
1 Kashihara City
- | p SEHH 4
x\' 5 0 Fukada ke Pond +

S — : 2 DIl D A
ERHEEO T BT o
gtashlharajlngu nishiguchi -+ Where Empress Suiko’s
< BT 1 EEwEE first palace was located.
?L]?ﬂ;\é@t&)kﬁf)t a _ . Kashiharajingu-mae Sta. @ .
‘ PG =D S, e e --....I.-.---I---I--l-ﬂ» -
Reputedly once known as - i !
; - Unebi-ike, this pond was " // -
» . , s commissioned by Empress f
Suiko. @ 1
J \
&R O 1 |
. . i 1o Hei e 02 SRR \
; vy 1 S )
=) ‘ | 1 R OB OB B 5. )
i . & ‘ | This is believed to be one of the \
. T resting places of Empress Suiko’s “
T parents, Emperor Kinmei and his
1 consort, Kitashi-hime. ‘| HH E
S o s . 1 Asuka
HA A DA A E D <OITHE BVEE W 2H RS o !
ENRBEEEBAT ZOMPEIEE>TREEAN? Ouzd .\ ]
g 5 Tumul e
Asuka is where Empress Suiko—the first female emperor of Japan— umis h o5) &;fmfgf b
devoted herself to building a state. Here, you can retrace her footsteps s I
. . . » [E] %
and take a journey back in time. S _ !
g RS Fovetttikmn |
BEEShBEEESND, |
Prince Takeda, Empress ||
/ Suiko’s son, is believed to rest \
here, along with his mother. 1
=5, \" ;
O
= Z
= HXHT .
Takatori Town e ——— _ REKPREDBEN,
(L T EEBHLEE VDB,
N 7N ! AE-RR Eay 'This is reputedly where Empress
2 O ) P N o =) Suiko’s mother was later buried
i along with her father, Emperor
20 min. walk = Kinmei.
from the station e KEAX S
Mausoleum of
Emperor Kinmei
REEH M
@ Hatamikai Shrine RS har
ﬁ. Asuka Sta. .
BEEDNZHFERFOIAT 73 -
Members of the court would go !______,.._.
“medicine hunting” in the area. ."E'EE E:.:E‘ M S REE E
"1
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< BEY 3 Ea . . \ 3
j(ﬁg‘<§§gif IR Kashihara City HoroHil, H
Ve A road built by the state to
51.2km! R facilitate diplomatic activity. =
The road runs 51.2 km— Kashihara City Hall 5
all th Nani g,

e ) Za w | B
: ~ Mt. Miminashi Sakural Sta. =
% Iwaki Sta. e A i - =
® J ] " =
- AAPEO Yagi-nishiguchi Sta. AR =
¥ £0>5 Yoko-oji Road =
Mayu Japanese VA ‘y7l\’|}— ;
Restaurant Cafe Hackberry =
FZLUFL AR Tama =
Tama French Restaurant =

~ —— ——
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LY @ i
\
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\ Mt. Kagu

BRYEDHR
NRHE D BT D1 A AWANGY 5%
EEND Lo HREE,
Said to be where This road has been
Oharidano-miya used since the
Palace was located. Asuka Period.
- P e
%‘%ﬁ:‘@f EERA AW REE R
- lkazuchino-oka Toho Asuka Historical Museum 4
= i Archaeological Site @ @.
7S T
..-.--‘. Rl TS ------@--------------"

WiHE

Yamada-michi Road

M AR EHERXLHERE
9 %;‘ﬁ E‘ M J““‘iﬁ Asuka Cultural Property Investigation Center
Toyurano-miya y ik T RAAhH ,7:;( I‘/\'71 T 1 b gzt
palacs Sltg’i = &"" Asuka Guest House A Asuka-niimasu Shrine
HBE QOaxkE

é*-j- éfn‘ikashino-okail;iﬂs Zen Japanese Restaurant
Y o,
| BAREE BRI

Village ‘;2{ Hagio Japanese Restaurant
&

m llly%* Sankirai Soba Restaurant

b ® mzsrurEzen
 HAREOMEAN MMEY oo cona P
L E#ltss. Asukadera .

Home to the oldest Buddha Temple M e EREEHE

Asuka Folklore Museum
statue in Japan, Asuka

LJ
Daibutsu. oo @
EnA
Sakafune-ishi
(Sake Trough Stone)

HFIFE-MBE2AIF]

Glass Studio & Coffee Sanpo

(18]

O \EEHES
K Asuka Village Hall
an
Kame-ishi

(Tortoise Stone)

©
(64

AEAHIA

Ishibutai Kofun
Tumulus

REOE SIFHE

lwaidoso Lodge

2

(A

Visit Emperor Suiko sites by bicycle

WL 1E2H I — R

BREHRDa—2R

ooy e Half-day course

(3 hours)

=~START
RS AR RS AR
Kashiharajingu-mae Sta. Kashiharajingu-mae Sta.
2 min. 3 min.
9 SHEH 9 FL# R
Toyurano-miya Palace Site Maruyama Kofun Tumulus
2 min. 2 min.
9 B RERA & 9 LTI
Ikazuchino-oka Toho Archaeological Site Ueyama Kofun Tumulus
7 min. 4 min.
m i PN 0 RAXERE
Yoko-oji Road Mausoleum of Emperor Kinmei
7 min. 7 min.
o RE 9 BHEH
Fukada-ike Pond Toyurano-miya Palace Site
5 min. 3 min.
9 SuilidyiE @ REF
Maruyama Kofun Tumulus Asukadera Temple
2 min. 2 min.
o HEl IR e BRERA &
Ueyama Kofun Tumulus Ikazuchino-oka Toho Archaeological Site
4 min. 2 min.
0 REAX 2B @ L&
Mausoleum of Emperor Kinmei Yamada-michi Road
10 min. 7 min.
@ S EH 4t m i PN
Hatamikai Shrine Yoko-oji Road
7 min.
Epi=E T o REM
Stay the night Fukada-ike Pond
2 min.
G ABEHIE 1ER S AR
Ishibutai Kofun Tumulus Kashiharajingu-mae Sta.
4 min. GOAL &
@ RITF
Asukadera Temple
3 min.
@ BFIRE-mH2AIX]
Glass Studio & Coffee Sanpo
3 min.
e HEEEL
Amakashino-oka Hills
3 min.
@ L&
Yamada-michi Road
2 min.
@ RESE I
Asuka Historical Museum
7 min.
ERHEHIER
Kashiharajingu-mae Sta.
GOAL ™
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O A journey to meet Empress Suiko




WHEKESEOEXD-DISEST2EH Wb N T WA,
1400 FE DR ZRBET-\WEDH BN IKETZ /22 THWET,
'They say that 1,400 years ago Empress Suiko had this reservoir built to
boost the prosperity of her realm. To this day, Fukada-ike and its placid

waters endure.
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Herh 2o -7z th D OO it
COREM A IAF M TH 2 LD
BNCTRELRIEPE ORI
DN BHERBLT 7t ZiE -7
DTLED o JRVIKTAN HETT 2276 D
Y bfENOENLZOIHLNET Ao

Empress Suiko apparently ordered
the construction of several ponds,
one of which was called Unebi-ike.
This is believed to be the same pond
we now call Fukada-ike. The empress
foresaw that the ponds would help
ensure a stable supply of rice and
would therefore bring prosperity to
her state. Casting an eye across this
wide expanse of water, we get a sense

of the empress’s ambitious vision.

IEREDHT I DIE
Bl AR (BEKT) BB L0 a2 —2a U EDLDZED 7 HEH & o
I3I2HESES? LY Vo1  EARBICHD T2 EDD1EAH,
H C;V would you use };our In the process of building her state, Empress Suiko kept in close contact with the politicians

Prince Umayato (posthumously known as Prince Shotoku) and Soga no Umako.

communication skills? ) ;
. Putting yourself in her shoes, how would you have governed?

b=
REZS
I

IN=RTwF 2 7 THRE
IO AL B0,
Watching wild birds that have inhabited
the area for millennia.

TKENZWL DBTFENE, EEEDFE,
REEIIS5H NE~7HPREH0,

Late May to mid-July is the best time
to see water lilies in bloom.

Data
@ EERTAKATO34 (BEMEA)
QIESKBER M E AR SRS K105
@ Kashihara Jingu precincts, 934 Kume-cho, Kashihara-shi
¢! 10 min. walk from Kintetsu Kashiharajingu-mae Station

19



S SE T B TOVORANO-MIVA PALACE SITE

BANEEINL Z M- 7o HE T 227 o
%‘%ﬁl—gci\ '3_"\“(75:%ijﬂf%ﬂwﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁf:i%ﬁﬁo

At first, Suiko had no intention of ascending to the throne. But eventually she gave in

e
Lt LY

to persuasion and allowed herself to be crowned the first empress of Japan.
Toyurano-miya was where she first took the seat of power.

AR FHNTRETE LB E OB @I FENHE S Visitors can see the remains of Toyurano-miya on the precincts of
yu o P

LD RS ES IR NS0 A ho i aE  Kogenji Temple. In Japan, ancient sites are often reburied once

TREDEDZH>TIEL N ED RO BN BAS s xcavation and research is complete. But in this case, the chief priest

wanted visitors to be able to see the actual site and sense the history 2ata
SISO BN AR 7 B o
B T E R BoRonEy of Asuka. Just think... Empress Suiko was once on this very spot. ’Ef_] ?_fj;f’ﬁe‘c’o
\‘ BIIR=F /

TEL.0744-54-2512
®8:30~17:00(¥)200M
W AN B ELENZEBT
BYC

4@ Kogenji Temple
precincts, 630 Toyo-ura,
Asuka-mura

Tel: 0744-54-2512

® 8:30-17:00 (¥)200 yen
¢! Take the Akakame bus
and get off at Toyo-ura

PELNWERZETFDP D0 FF OB HHE 5.
BHOETERER I ESNTZB D,
'The Kannon Bosatsu statue at Kogenji wears a gentle smile.

Her head dates right back to the Asuka Period (late 7th century).

R DB B LT AE D RDIEHE
ZOABBEHEE LTHFLHR VDT,

'The excavated remains of the palace: cavities where pillars
once stood and cobblestones that Suiko once walked over.

WhHhIEDEIPEDIED

AR g

IKAZUCHINO-OKA TOHO ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE - g8

HzFAU T BV W TAD, L DR
ORI HOIALZRD AN,
ARG 72 B

Close your eyes and imagine a grand palace
that absorbed cultures from afar.

FEEOHRM»S[/IMEHE | EFE N7z Excavations east of the Ikazuchino-oka hill
ZHEBROLTRASHE L EH»5,  unearthed Nara Period earthenware inked with
CoNHEL A BB TRTON the letters “Oharidano-miya”. These findings
/T\‘%%‘%”O)Z?)oti%ﬁﬁ“ﬂiﬁhVf)’é_’_é?h suggest 'that thls'locanon was the 'anaent site
of Oharidano-miya, a palace bearing the
TOETHHLLER T+ = influence of Chinese designs. This is where the
e EEEEEDONE L, Twelve-Level Cap and Rank System and the

Seventeen-Article Constitution were

Data
@ HBHEEHE
o FrOEENIRE T ERESKSH
@ |katsuchi, Asuka-mura ¢?5 min. walk from
Asuka stop on Akakame bus

Bzt
Excavated
20 established. earthenware
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H*@.ﬁ: AMARASHINO-OKA HILLS

I S I L AWANSTOR R SY i RY T b d )
HARZEARDNZECTWIZAETLED D,

While being a strong supporter of Buddhism, Empress Suiko also

MAPe

revered the ancient indigenous gods. Was this because she sensed

the magnificent powers of nature?

%Eﬁ%i‘lﬁ(/v TU)DEHRHEBRIZL TN EWNET  REICHEE
FTBNDEDERINAETEII>ZFIELIZFRDOARL NI H DT E2FET/-EHD

FErONPBLNEE A

As well as being an empress, Suiko is believed to have played the role of a miko
(shaman). The lush and thickly forested hills of Amakashino-oka remain today as

Data

testament to animist prayers offered by the empress in ancient times.

2 A X F

AE LI 1R

UEYAMA KOFUN TUMULUS

BT E e
2w O

g

M
2 e

'This is where Empress Suiko and her son,

Prince Takeda, once rested.

MHEFEHEHRHELE

LIcBEEVWDNTVET,

%l _ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂmﬁj@ﬂﬂ
LED DRELDHE

@EﬂéﬁlJJEﬂ[‘*f\ﬂﬂli‘ébf_
SNEJ,

FARRERF

Excavation

Empress Suiko was once buried
here next to her son, who
passed away at a young age.
Their remains were later
relocated to the Shinagano
Yamadano-misazaki tumulus in
Taishi Town, Minami-kawachi

in Osaka Prefecture.

Data

O EERHAZREFH RAFH)
o EEREFIRA SRS HI9D
@ Gojono-cho,
Kashihara-shi (closed to the
public) ¢?9 min. walk from
Kintetsu Okadera Station

woLoA& 2w
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HIZEH,SDBESD
A view from Amakashino-oka

HRDPEBENTWIAEA D REN S,
VALY ANAYSE =LY/ NE TN
Flowers that appear in the Man’yoshu

poetry anthology can be seen along
the Man’yo Botanical Garden Road.

ijé: ISHIBUTAI KOFUN TUMULUS 4> @

o SRA D EBE N A H AR FEESHI55
@ Toyo-ura, Asuka-mura ¢!5 min. walk from Amakashino-oka stop on
Akakame bus

HRETOHEEVWDNE LN i,

'This gigantic tomb, believed to be the grave
of Soga no Umako, has lost the earthen

mound that once covered it.

AREOLICHAERSNT
WO LA RDILER
BRIADEH LI E,
PERIC A TR B AURL
B RESICEEZET,

All the earth that once covered
the stone chamber has eroded
over time to expose the gigantic
ceiling stones. Walk inside the
tomb and be overwhelmed by
the size of these rocks!

Data

®BFEENBE
TEL.0744-54-4577
®8:30~17:00 (%f+16:45
¥7) (¥ 2500 ?FEHLO
B#N2REETEES
#9134

@ Shimasho, Asuka-mura
Tel: 0744-54-4577

©® 8:30-17:00 (enter by
16:45) (¥)250 yen

¢?3 min. walk from Ishibutai
stop on Akakame bus
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O A journey to meet Empress Suiko

E A ®DH W

SREHR B E e 52 LI 52

MAUSOLEUM OF EMPEROR KINMEI ( kiwir TENNo-Rvo ) MARUYAMA KOFUN TUMULUS

Data Data
S HEEHTE o EKRERPSESHIBH S ERTARE - AREFH  EKEFRYSESHI4H
@ Hirata, Asuka-mura  #? 8 min. walk from Kintetsu Asuka Station @ Gojono-cho and Ogaru-cho, Kashihara-shi 0?4 min. walk from Kintetsu Okadera Station

%

RTHLHHREDEEA, ORI 4383 U7 475
FOBEEL, WEIZFEORLIZSFOENTNWET,

Empress Suiko had her mother, Kitashi-hime, reburied next to her father,
Emperor Kinmei. Today their resting place is protected by verdant trees.

HEERCH2HAREREE FEEHICHHMILTIEIZ 55108 The remains of Emperor Kinmei and Kitashi-hime are hypothesized to be ina

G RS o e A Dynd 2 YAl RS bt L W i el o wAN mausoleum at one of two locations: either at the Kinmei Tenno-ryo in Asuka or in

%ﬁﬁbfcﬂﬂ;ﬁ(@)ﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁ)@E%J:T“{%Et%ﬁﬁf&&fﬁﬁ%fﬁﬂj the Maruyama Kofun tumulus in Kashihara. The Nibon §hoki, an ancient book of

B0 E T DB CIE I STV EE Ao S5 B ]ap.anese history, states that when Empress Suiko reburiec.l her mother, she
delivered a eulogy on the road at Karu (now Ogaru, Kashihara). But the book does

ALOBERL D HEIZ DO E RO RRAR7ETTT not give the location of the mausoleum. So which is their final resting place? The

truth lies buried deep inside the two mausoleums...

2an ERRMABEP N FANDOIT SN IR ERE, AEEOEVIZRR D71 S A OBV HE ICH B A .
= ? i: ° The Mausoleum of Emperor Kinmei is carefully tended, Maruyama Kofun is surrounded by people’s houses.

with pebbles laid out immaculately on the grounds. Imagine having an ancient site like this in your back yard!

| ol
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CCTCUDPHEZLZVWBWLWLESZELT,

Savor the flavors of Asuka

—_—— MAP
aaxE FE

Hagio Japanese Restaurant

HARE - A 2R TS TRIBHAD AE.

Enjoy kaiseki—traditional Japanese haute
cuisine (by reservation only)

HEARRDER2FHLISELBESDHEEM T —2
QEDTEIZFEHITONZHOREBELES L. &%
TEREDVEFEHRAAITBBFL2970M(EE) 1
BEODARAZ2—T7,

A calm, relaxed atmosphere awaits you at this grand Meiji
Period house, which has been renovated into a high-class
restaurant. Here, you can enjoy carefully prepared
seasonal dishes. The Ofuku Bento (see photo) is a highly
popular lunch set, packed with delicacies (2,970 yen).

¢ REENRS180

TEL.0744-54-3688 (£F#)) (¥ Lunch 2,970 ~.
Dinner 6,048 (#—EX#}3l) ~ @ &11:30~13:10.13:
30~15:10M2EBl, B2%14:00~16:30 (FEWEINREE
#T)®17:30~20:30 RE o FHOOEENZRET
925

@ 180 Asuka, Asuka-mura

Tel: 0744-54-3688 (reservations required) (¥/Lunch from
2,970 yen; Dinner from 6,048 yen (service charge not
included) ®Lunch 11:30-13:10, 13:30-15:10 (2-session
system); Cafe 14:00—16:30 (until kitchen runs out);
Dinner 17:30-20:30; Closed irregularly ¢#2 min. walk
from Asuka stop on Akakame bus

MAP
JLyFLZRASy lama @

Tama French Restaurant

AAnE fE @

Zen Japanese Restaurant

%Ifa%c;f YR 3 %

Sankirai Handmade Soba Noodles

MRESGICOAE LS EZE LT,

Dine and relax in a traditional Japanese
townhouse

REDOMDEFIE WA AOENELDIMBEHBIL.
FHCLICEMEZZZEMEFK. BEY R85,
ke B A I R TRANEAE 3,780 (BEH) b
BITTHTT,

Enjoy local Nara vegetables, locally brewed sake,
and fresh seasonal fish. For lunch, we recommend
the Yamato Gozen (see photo)—a set including
appetizers, sashimi, tempura, a grilled dish, soup,
and rice cooked in a pot with seasonal ingredients
(3,780 yen).

@ BHEERRE660

TEL.0744-54-5555 (¥ Lunch 1,810M~.Dinner
5,400/ (22 VB F#9: 248RE) ~ O B11:00~14:
30.7817:00~22:00 REH @ FHrHEBENZRET
HRRSHISD

@ 660 Asuka, Asuka-mura

Tel: 0744-54-5555 (¥] Lunch from 1,810 yen;
Dinner from 5,400 yen (reservations required
for groups of 2 or more; limited to 2 groups a
day) ® Lunch 11:00-14:30; Dinner
17:00-22:00; Closed irregularly 825 min. walk
from Asuka stop on Akakame bus

fig £S5 @

Mayu Japanese Restaurant

HOMEDZII T 7 BB R ZIE,

Tasty handmade noodles made freshly
every day

FEIZIFEEBRBRWNEE DEMLHIRD SH iR 7
DIEITABHIBFORRE. BEHZORIZIT DS
PRI TEIRWZIEMARDF HIEDORISD
FIELWI=BEE,1,700M(EE) BB TT,

These 100% buckwheat noodles slide down so
smoothly. The key to the unique firm texture of
these extra-fine noodles is the buckwheat flour,
which is freshly ground each day. The Mini Hiruzen
set of noodles and crispy sakura shrimp tempura
(see photo) is a great deal (1,700 yen).

@ BHREHRS66-1

TEL.0744-54-3218 (¥] Lunch 800F~ @ &11:30~
14:00 (6B EEFH) (FEWEINRERT) B~7KA (1
BB EEEE AREIKRS) of Ko DEE N ZRS KA
FEESHTC

@ 66-1 Asuka, Asuka-mura

Tel: 0744-54-3218 ®Lunch from 800 yen [¥)Lunch
11:30—-14:00 (until the kitchen runs out; reservations
required for groups of 6 or more); Closed Mon.-Wed.
(open public holidays, closed following Thurs.) ¢! Take
the Akakame bus and get off at Asuka Daibutsu-mae

‘h-.
B W

INY IR — @

Cafe Hackberry

SESFLRHEOEHRMNELD S,
Enjoy the rustic flavors of local produce

LHRRI OB ELBRREOBRORREDRY
o B LIRAVEELZR L. 7L FORETHDOL
HEEHLET IV FIIR—ABIE A Tavda,
FH— A7 HFT3,000M,

Ingredients include Nara-grown duck and pork, as
well as fresh organic vegetables delivered direct
from local farmers. French cooking techniques
bring out the best in the food. Savor a four-course
lunch of soup, appetizer, main course, and dessert
with coffee (3,000 yen).

Q2R S HE4-5-14

TEL.0744-24-8868 (¥/Lunch 3,000~ (EF#)).
Dinner5,000M~ (RTR£TICEBF4) O B12:00~15:
00(L0.13:30).18:00~22:00(L0.20:00) 7K B &k &
of TS AARFEO T EESHITH

@ 4-5-14 Imai-cho, Kashihara-shi

Tel: 0744-24-8868 (¥/Lunch from 3,000 yen
(reservations required); Dinner from 5,000 yen
(reserve at least 1 day in advance) ®Lunch
12:00-15:00 (last order 13:30); Dinner 18:00-22:00
{last order 20:00); Closed Wed. ¢?7 min. walk from
Kintetsu Yagi-nishiguchi Station

BHEIGGEDIAATZRHANDE,
A jubako box packed with carefully prepared
tasty delights

HITTDEFH % T RHED 4 STERORD A B EMIC,
RIE2M & TR, BRI BEP LA VIRRRY,
FRIDASTANBR 2T E DERADTRIELTWS
D% 5. T 2BRNICIEFN%E,

Our wonderfully satiating lunch set includes a
jubako box with 14 or 15 items made from locally
grown vegetables, two main items, rice, miso soup,
and pickles. Meals are meticulously prepared to
order. Be sure to make a reservation at least two
days in advance.

@ BETSHET4-9-28

TEL.0744-37-2176 [¥]Lunch 1,500M (2BATE TICEF4))
O B11:00~16:00 (A -AKI$14:00, 7K £1315:00FAENIHE
&) A7 EBART1:00~16:00 (B IR AT D HAFI A
FFHRE)TER o TS NAABOTERSHBH

@ 4-9-28 Imai-cho, Kashihara-shi

Tel: 0744-37-2176 (¥]Lunch 1,500 yen (reserve at least
2 days in advance) ® Lunch 11:00-16:00 (may close
14:00 on Tues. and Thurs. and 15:00 on Wed. and
Fri.); Cafe 11:00-16:00 Mon. (closed on public
holidays; reservations not required for cafe); Closed
irregularly ¢#8 min. walk from Kintetsu Yagi-nishiguchi
Station

FI100H L EOF DDV W ERE A7 0
A century-old traditional Japanese house
renovated as a cozy cafe

2B F TR KRR, | BE P2PE 20 T 2h
TNHRLIZFER[CEAHTERTIOAT.RRED
BEMEROICERBICIEb S ESHRAREIR
HHEHARA—YRERLELDET,

A towering bookshelf reaches up to the second floor,
linking two levels with distinct moods. Throughout
its two floors, mezzanine, and basement, our cafe
exudes a unique atmosphere. Enjoy homemade
dishes made with local Nara ingredients, along with
sweets and alcoholic beverages.

S iBETSHAT1-3-3
TEL.0744-29-0080 [¥]Lunch 900~
! 11:00~23:00 KiE{AH OF %
NARBEO T ERSH29

4 1-3-3 Imai-cho, Kashihara-shi
Tel: 0744-29-0080 [¥]Lunch from
900 yen (®11:00-23:00; Closed
Tues. ¢?2 min. walk from Kintetsu
Yagi-nishiguchi Station

KAMIBIETRTRIA T,
Note: All prices include tax.
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0 A journey to meet Empress Suiko
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Would you like to learn more about Asuka? ~
'This museum is a must-see for delving into the rich history of the area. i T
: ' e { Shlumilsen—seki
— D AP HAITZTIEZEFIC
- /L@?’t‘}uﬁ%
ROz WA HETRIA,

Discovered by a farmer working in a rice paddy,

BHHELSY L THLH% O R B AR ERHE Tl OISR A TS LB 2 b h0
RI<HILTNET LRI AT B BEO BN E L TRb L ILHSFO[RER i h 7z
RETHESN DO T EOHELE>TBY R A7 T BE LI OIEES N TLET,

'This museum provides an easily digestible introduction to the history and culture of the Asuka Shumisen-seki is a giant stone structure believed
area, through an array of precious unearthed artifacts and replicas. Of special note is a corridor to have been a fountain.
of Yamadadera Temple, which is the oldest existing temple structure in Japan. Discovered | NAEEO S AR N e
underground with the pillars and windows still intact, it has been designated an Important Farthenware inscribed with
Cultural Property. “Oharidano-miya”
- EABRENOL0. O LBOHEC LY,
NERBNHEELHORRLUBEL TS EFE
@ BEEHRIL601 @ 601 Okuyama, Asuka-mura LTV EEZbNS,
TEL.0744-54-3561 (®9:00~16:30 (A&E Tel: 0744-54-3561 ® 9:00-16:30 (enter by 16:00); Closed These artifacts are believed to be from the late
16:00%T) (Rfh#-fiHEELNIEEFH) Mon. (or Tues. when Mon. is a public holiday) (¥ 270 yen Nara Period (Iate 8th century). Their discovery
¥ 270 o FHrHEENNZIREERETE ¢! Take the Akakame bus and get off at Asuka Shiryokan suggests that Oharidano-miya Palace existed

long after Empress Suiko’s reign.
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'This road leads to the imperial palace. Japanese diplomatic
envoys to Sui China would have traveled this road with
Pei Shiqing, a Sui envoy.
£l (&%) % Along the roadside of Yamada-michi

ERSDHP WD IEDED . . .
B = ata
ey == - are sights that conjure up images of Dat
NN ient Asuka: Ishikawa-ike pond S EET
WHEER LIy, 0 R
= (thought to be the former BAEER

@ Kashihara-shi
and Asuka-mura

VIELADTRSY Tsurugino-ike), the Toyurano-miya
InEd. Palace site, and the Ikazuchino-oka hill.
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REICEAT EERESE. T
B LA AE AT IR EDIE,
Empress Suiko sought to learn from foreign cultures to help

her state evolve. This road connected the imperial capital to
Naniwa, thereby acting as an “information highway.”

REOHEHEB DO IREOEP OB FTEORSFEEE 12
22 o B O FEIC KOS EE T OFERPIEFE L0 Z <D He XL
TeHENFEUIZ B ORBICR PR LI EEEETT .

OIS0 AINHNOCY S M) EE

Empress Suiko ordered the construction of this road to Naniwa (present-day
Osaka) in order to facilitate the flow of information from foreign countries.
The opening of this road led to more frequent diplomatic missions, thereby

increasing the influx of information and culture. It was vital to the

development of the state. Data
3 N @ 1BEHAARE (A
BOREHI<OSIFTIS LX) E AR
L a7 0T Ao NARERD D518
BlLeNah7 oM ERSA D, @ Yagi-fudano-tsuiji

Crossroads, Yagi-cho,

Imai-cho, a district near Yoko-oj, -
Kashihara-shi

retains the classical Japanese townscape.

T .. £th . ¢! 8 min. walk from
ry popping in to some of the unique Kintetsu Yamato-yagi

cafes and shops. Station

METE M AT,
GLASS STUDID & COFFEE SANPD

HROHTATEHS WO
KASNTVWAHHEER,
NSRHMEE RO E VLI,
'The remains of an ancient glass

workshop were found in Asuka Village.
How about a small souvenir for your trip?

THEICWSH T AHEEIZT NCFED LT
SVF VT FA I A TOTREEEA TR
BEREDREN T ADMEKELHD RSN
BZRIETIRER SR O - =D ROFT,

You'll never tire of the simple, modest designs of
the glassware in this shop, all of which is

handmade. Why not try your hand at : )
BRFEADLIL. ST BVRDVOH S AN IR HFHSNREEDT AL, Z2DFITF I,

glassblowing here, before relaxing with a X
The casual design of Sanpo’s glassware makes it perfect for everyday use. The coffee shop next door uses Sanpo glassware.

home-roasted coffee in the adjacent coffee shop?

Cx AL TRDET T Data
= ing i =
T o' ST < ORFIR-WH[SAIT) PAEEHNMS54 @554 Oka, Asuka-mura
p TEL.0744-41-6115 ®10:00~18:00 Tel: 0744-41-6115 (©10:00-18:00 (last order 17:30);
st s . (L.0.17:30) 10H~2H1£17:00(L.0.16:30) Closes at 17:00 (last order 16:30) Oct.—Feb.; Closed
N3 . & 4
ETeRCBR0ASHUT. AT ¥ K- LRRH (RADSAEE) %KREHFAAE  Thurs. and Fri. (open on public holidays)
Shvs 3 3 7 S i o . .
OheE L RBFI T E T, 3 - DREIRERTTOT, BALEDHEEE,  Note: Glassblowing classes are held irregularly. Please
“Asuka-nitmasa Shrine 1S & must-see. =7 ¥ O—E—450M~. AR &4 —F420M. 5>F inquire in advance. [¥)Coffee from 450 yen,
1t°S a shrine with @ long history, = 1,000~ of FhoEE/ B ATET< homemade cake 420 yen, lunch from 1,000 yen
and visiting iv SeemS vo purffy vhe Soul.” : A ! Take the Akakame bus and get off at Oka-hashimoto

i3I €0
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O A journey to meet Empress Suiko
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ASURADERA TEMPLE T2 A
BAERTOKKLAEHESS,
HARTERMICAIES NI A IFR.

Asukadera was Japan’s first full-scale temple.
Come and pay your respects to the oldest Buddha

2

\“\fr
s

statue in the country.

HER 20 OB RICAIB SN2 T 32D &HE DIz <
5 HKRAMNEE Y RO BEINI2E DK SKIC I TRELREK(LD
MESNELD VECH B EO—HBIELEOEEH->TNET,

Asukadera was built during Empress Suiko’s reign. The extensive
temple complex included three kondo (main halls) surrounded by a
roofed passageway. The original buildings were lost in two fires, which
also damaged the Asuka Daibutsu. The face, ears, and fingers are the

only original remaining parts.

Data

SFEER 682

TEL.0744-54-2126 ®4R1H~9A30H (487H
~9H1k#4)9:00~17:30 (Zf+17:15) 10A1H~3
A31H 9:00~17:00 (%f116:45) (¥ 350

o FHDEENZIRERART FETS

@ 682 Asuka, Asuka-mura

Tel: 0744-54-2126 (D9:00-17:30 (enter by
17:15), Apr. 1-Sept. 30 (closed Apr. 7-9);
9:00-17:00 (enter by 16:45), Oct. 1—-Mar. 31

(¥ 350 yen ¢! Take the Akakame bus and get off
at Asuka Daibutsu-mae
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'The imperial court staged medicinal herb and
deer antler harvesting events. To this day,
Takatori Town remains known for its
medicinal products.

ZOWOIIHEE DR BEIED A% DB 21T 755 1
MR B DB AT ST LN NE T IR S D
HAEEHTIE KA DHTENE L TH S o W EB B PEEN A T,

The area around the shrine is where members of Empress
Suiko’s court would go looking for medicinal herbs and game.
While the women picked herbs, the men would hunt deer for
their prized antlers. Takatori Town, where Hatamikai Shrine is
located, is famous for its household medicine dealers. Even

today, the town’s main industry is pharmaceutical products.

Data

®SWAETTIA oEskT
BHOROM I, coom e
TR IR ATEDELBECET @ Houchi, Takatori-cho

¢! 20 min. walk from
Kintetsu Ichio Station

"The atmosphere of this thickly
forested shrine feels truly sacred.
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ASURANO-YADD IWAIDOSD LODGE P €3
NSDFETHZLEAS
fRICHE N7z VR DTE .
Wake up to the chirping of birds

at a lodge surrounded by greenery.

HORNCIA S A2MHOJE R BSOS 2301,
MENOEESESZAMIAZDRF s —
Tar U2 DBEROELSELTOHAEL T2
SV RIFTHRDBENELDEET,

Rice terraces unfold before your eyes. It’s so quiet

AUIADISIOAD AINHOOCY =5 e3> EE

here, you can hear birds chirping and maybe even
the gentle babbling of Asuka River. Fill your soul
with the ever-changing seasonal beauty of nature.
And when the sun goes down, gaze up at a night

sky filled with glittering stars. o cx Data

@ HEEHF303 TEL.0744-54-3551 (¥] FiE%1)5,970M ~, 1/82R 1 75>8,640M ~
A _ (BEXE FORBHEDVTF21410,390M) W FrbEE/ \2REA TERSFH105
SNREEMROZERREERT, :
R Bors Bt BT AR T T L E T 4 303 Iwaido, Asuka-mura
RELHoHeNTEHETR: e e Tel: 0744-54-3551 (¥JFrom 5,970 yen/night (no meals); from 8,640 yen/night (incl.
“You really must see the reproductions of vhe famous murals fn TakamatSuzuka breakfast and dinner) Note: The Asuka-nabe Hotpot plan (upper left photo) is 10,390
Mural Hall. The original vibrant colors are reproduced So faithfully.” yen/night. 210 min. walk from Ishibutai stop on Akakame bus

«
2997 BT AOBTTEO Seaff member ts, Fujikawa’ s s‘svwsf""&

TPRABATZXRMNIR
ASUKA GUEST HOUSE i €8)

FIS0FEDOHRFZ ML
ﬁ%b:%éihé F\EI\U o

A 150-year-old traditional Japanese house
renovated as dormitory-style lodgings.
YYTNTHRERYRICY YT — BHEICES
FAROLOLHEFIEL T T RO HA %
HATERLLTH TR AFIRETTHRET
M BT VNI RBF>TLHAET

'The rooms, beds, and showers are all clean, simple,

and modern. We also have living rooms with
traditional Japanese furnishings—tatami mats and
low tables—where you can relax and chat with fellow

travelers. When you make your booking, you can also

-+

order homemade hot dinners for an extra fee.

< FAARIOFETTa Sratt member Mr. Mavsumoroe’ s %, Data
BB £ b 0Bk, Bh L w0 s R & BT HOTT §o “§ @ BBEEHRE659 TEL.0744-54-5659 (¥)F#iA%Y)2,800M~ o FihoEE/ IS T EESKI5H
“The hiltvop view from Amakashino-oka is amazing, Asuka village velled tn the <@ @ 659 Asuka, Asuka-mura  Tel: 0744-54-5659¥] From 2,800 yen/night (no meals)
morning miSt haS a mySterious aurd that takes your breavh away.” & ¢! 5min. walk from Asuka stop on Akakame bus

:B ot ﬁ/% %ﬁé L& TE 4] 7$ 53 %’ﬂﬂiﬁ O)WCb:B 9‘ N 0 ! Check out these websites for more fun in Asuka.
BERTEX Y 1+&55 T EET B sk HIPIE HEHERBEXA- IV /S BHHERY R

Kashihara City Tourism Association Takatori Town Tourism Guide Asuka Navigation Asuka Village Sightseeing Portal
http://www.kashihara-kanko.or.jp/ |http://sightseeing.takatori.info/ | http://www.kitemite.me/asuka/ | http://asukamura.com/

HIEEALNAAANT, brssaow

2ARYVESREHEIMICHIMO]

e R, N 11981
BRI B RTARAT TR A E TR B TL Y S L TEET gm; ;‘f,'
}_I"é % E‘ (U) <I % ’5 SRR 2 ES5HFRT Michimo 2-Seater: This EV can be rented out at Narrow swe;»s
m LYHNVTEET, Kashiharajingu-mae Station and Asuka Station. are o breezel
Cruise around Asuka E:‘CYC}“ Rem'{‘}* J < ¥ #) Reservations >
R R icycles can be rented out fropen
in your choice of wheels. at five locations in the area, '§ EEW & i BR . 7R BR .
such as at Kashiharajingu- Kashiharajingu-mae Station Asuka Station
mae Station and Asuka TEL.070-5262-7472 TEL.0744-54-2099
Station. http://michimo.mobi http://michimo.jp
|\ J

27




4EE%
To Hakata

Shin-Osaka

JRKRR/ #EH
JR Osaka / Umeda

<4EMHF=E

To Kobe Sannomiya

YIS
Nishi-kujo

®is

Tsuruhashi

ERREP
To Tokyo

Fuse

AFFEAS
Eicdi Yarﬁ]ﬁ—s:—{jaiji ﬁ ﬁ

) O QIEHER
Kintetsu Nara
*F JRER
A~Oji MR Nara
XEF b !
Tennoji | [ KBRFTEREF 15 ARIAAR A b ELHED
Osaka Yamato-ya Miminashi Sakurai To Nagoya
Abenobashi 7
- P NAED
[ =ealGAdS Tazda agi-nishiguchi
BTG =278 rr o) g 0@ :
gl .KansarAlrport‘., BB TR A BAfE Unebi
N Ll Unebigoryoma &,
wrzn
ashiharajingu-mae
"m @3 Okadera
e AT “‘\br RE Asuka
. -%I -.h ¥ L] Emm
}ﬁ W e — RS — K[ﬁfﬁ’é“ﬂtTﬁi Tsubosakayama
t Shinkansen Kintetsu Railway (S)jgl;fa;/lunlclpal #HE Ichio
| = REEF == RHES — ) LT VIR Z B Yoshinoguchi
JR West Hanshin Railway Airport Limousine
Bus

ll'.‘:'"

IS ABRPTEREF 15
Kintetsu
Osaka Abenobashi

Y38 min.

=% Yoshino

* 452 Limited express  Yc 21T Express REBREIZER TT, Travel times are approximate.

EREAER <5 ¢ E gERRIL

Y2 min. Y¢2 min. W < bosaka-

JR¥ERESH Haruka JR Limited Express

EEzEE JRXESF

Kansai .
Airport JR Tennoji

%32 min.

Walk Kintetsu

Osaka Abenobashi Okadera

Kashiharajingu-mae Asuka

as (EHAREHSE gl ERHEH I e

-

Y LY VINR Airport Limousine Bus

BEEZEE—Y-3IF)
Kansai Airport
Terminal 1

Y65 min.

IEEKRER
Kintetsu
Kyoto

Kashiharajingu-mae Okadera yama
ERRIL mE
Tsubosaka- Ichi
yama chio
i Nk X Transfer

ik 2 P IAE N

Kintetsu
Yamato-yagi

§O?§z. Transfer
ZERRIL mE
Tsubosaka- Ichi
Jama chio

#EI? HEm =5 mE
%51 min.
Kashiharajingu-mae Okadera Asuka

FEN X Transfer |ENHZ Transfer

AHBHE

Kintetsu %1 h.52 min.

Nagoya

B RELFARRERR BRAT

Supervisor: Sadako Takinami, Professor Emeritus, Kyoto Women'’s University E[zlgﬁfé W%%J /.L}itqj"f ]‘

HRMRF SRR ER LARE . . .
Photos courtesy of: Archaeological Institute of Kashihara, Nara Prefecture; Nara National Research http://asuka-japan-heritage.jp/ (=%

BEEGN  RREIEBRE

Institute for Cultural Properties; Yasuhiko Ueda

KFAKR _ ERME & =F b ZERRIL mE
Yamato-yagi Kashiharajingu-mae Okadera Asuka Teubosaka: Ichio

yama

#—L?Hiaﬂu i <5 R R R
Kashiharajingu-mae Okadera Asuka st;/t;rons:ka Ichio
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Published by:

Asuka Japan Heritage Promotion Committee

BRHHEAHS SREEERMABEEN TH6-8 BREMENT At 220 Tel: 0744-20-1123
Kashihara City Tourism Association: 2F, 1-6-8 Naizen-cho, Kashihara-shi, Nara Prefecture

BRI RS  FRESHASIE] E1£20-2 ZAl3E  Tel: 0744-52-1150
Takatori Town Tourism Association: 20-2 Kamitosa, Takatori-cho, Takaichi-gun, Nara Prefecture

RERBAEGS  TRESHAMAREHE1220 BBASHERIL SR Tel: 0744-54-2362 - 3240
Asukakyo Tourism Association: 1F, 1220 Oka, Asuka-mura, Takaichi-gun, Nara Prefecture (2016.3)





