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'The Dawn of Japan: Women in the Asuka Period
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About 1,400 years ago in the 7th century, the nation of Japan was born amid a
drastically changing world. These are the women, with their unwavering passion and
commitment, who made significant contributions to the formation of the nation.
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A model of ancient Asuka
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A pure-hearted woman with a charitable spirit
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A regal woman with strong powers of communication S5
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The Cast of
“Heroines of Asuka”
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This is a chart of the people
involved (from the mid-6th
century to the end of the 7th

century).
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Princess Ishihime

EABNTADS
— ®RAXE

Emperor Kinmei
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An ambitious woman who balanced career and love
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A fearless woman with ptogresswe ideas
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Princess Hiro BLEPDVIVENEBANHT
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A politically savvy woman who was ahead of her times &
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Empress Suiko
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Emperor Sushun
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Soga no Kawakamino-iratsume
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Soga no Iruka

Princess Kibihime
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Empress Saimei
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Empress Jito
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Prince Kusakabe
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Emperor Tenmu
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Blood relationship

Lady Nukata
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Marital relationship
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Emperor Monmu
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L A regal woman with strong powers of communication
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A gifted facilitator, East Asia’s first empress worked astutely

with political leaders to enhance Japan’s regional status
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As Buddhism was being introduced to Japan, there was lingering conflict over official
recognition of the religion. The assassination of the emperor merely added to the chaos.
In order to quell the disorder, Princess Nukatabe, empress consort to the former
Emperor Bidatsu, acceded to the throne as Empress Suiko. In so doing, she became
the first woman in the history of Japan—and East Asia—to hold this exalted rank.

Suiko deftly administered state affairs in close cooperation with two key figures: the
brilliant Prince Umayato (known posthumously as Prince Shotoku) and Soga no
Umako of the powerful Soga clan, a man with strong ties to Chinese and Korean
immigrants. Suiko gave official recognition to Buddhism and promoted foreign culture
brought to Japan by Buddhist monks from Baekje and Goguryeo.

Following the establishment of the Sui dynasty, Suiko sought to resume diplomatic
relations with China and import that nation’s most advanced culture. Reports from her
envoys made her keenly aware of how far Japan lagged behind China, so Suiko began
a major overhaul of the political system in her realm. This included the adoption of the
Twelve-Level Cap and Rank System that allowed for promotion based on individual
talent and achievement, along with the Seventeen-Article Constitution that
propounded the morals and virtues expected of the empress’s subjects and
government officials.

Empress Suiko dispatched an envoy, Ono no Imoko, to deliver a letter to Sui Emperor
Yang. It began, “From the sovereign of the land of the rising sun to the sovereign of
the land of the setting sun, may good health be with you.” Although Yang found the
letter presumptuous, he nevertheless reciprocated by sending his own envoy, Pei
Shiging, to Japan. Upon Shiging’s return to China, he told Yang of the splendid sights
he had seen in Japan, including the Oharidano-miya palace and the
under-construction Asuka Daibutsu Buddha statue.

With Yang’s recognition of Japan as a sovereign state, Empress Suiko had succeeded
in setting Japan on an equal footing with China. Under her reign, a continuing influx of
new technologies from China brought further prosperity to Japan.
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While Empress Suiko was on the throne, the

1= {E@iﬁ (=B 8% kDT  Chinese Buddhist monk Xuanzang set out on a

Elsewhere in the world...
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journey to India to bring back Buddhist sutras.
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Visiting places that evoke the days of Empress Suiko
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In Asuka, you can still find imperial roads and irrigation ponds that date back to
the days of Empress Suiko. One such pond is Fukada-ike, which is popular with
a variety of wild birds. Standing at the side of this pond and gazing across its

watery expanse, you can almost feel Suiko’s passion for building a prosperous state.
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Fukada-ike Pond = Toyurano-miya Palace Site EAS Yoko-oji Road B Asuka Yumeno-rakuichi Farmers’ Market
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Originally called Unebi-ike, this is
one of nine irrigation ponds built
in the Yamato and Kawachi areas
during the reign of Empress Suiko.
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@ Kashihara Jingu precincts, 934
Kume-cho, Kashihara-shi

¢! 10 min. walk from Kintetsu
Kashiharajingu-mae Station

F)oteLbins,

The enthronement here of Suiko as
Japan'’s first-ever empress served
as the starting point of the Asuka
Period.

@ BFAEHEH630 (MEFA)
TEL.0744-54-2512 (®8:30~17:00
(¥/200/ o FHHEGE N ZEFTETC
@ Kogeniji Temple precincts, 630
Toyo-ura, Asuka-mura

Tel: 0744-54-2512 (©8:30-17:00

200 yen ¢! Take the Akakame bus and
get off at Toyo-ura
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Constructed as an imperial road to
facilitate diplomatic relations with
foreign states, Yoko-oji boosted
the flow of people, products, and
information from overseas.
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@ Yagi-fudano-tsuji Crossroads,
Yagi-cho, Kashihara-shi

¢! 8 min. walk from Kintetsu Yamato-yagi
Station

This grocery store sells a variety of
local produce. Kodaimai (ancient
rice) is one of the most popular
items for visitors.

@ HEENRS225-2
TEL.0744-54-3311 ®©9:00~17:00
WHEPDEE NSRS TETC

@ 225-2 Asuka, Asuka-mura

Tel: 0744-54-3311 (©9:00-17:00

¢! Take the Akakame bus and get off at
Asuka
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Visit Empress Suiko sites by bicycle
(3-hour course)
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Yamato tohki, Valued as traditional 5

{ medicine since‘agcient times
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Empress Suiko’s flair for foreign affairs enhanced diplomatic relations
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The Yoko-oji Road was mentioned in the Nibon Shoki chronicles. This road
served to promote the flow of goods and people—including foreign envoys—
between the capital city of Asuka and the city of Naniwa (present-day Osaka),

which was then Japan’s gateway to the outside world. The road remains today
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Hatamikai Shrine
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It was near this shrine that
kusurigari (“medicine hunting”)
events were held to promote a
theme of good health. Women
would pick medicinal herbs while
men hunted deer for their antler
velvet.
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@ Houchi, Takatori-cho

! 20 min. walk from Kintetsu Ichio
Station
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Ikazuchino-oka Toho Archaeological Site
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It is believed that Oharidano-miya
Palace once stood here. This is
where Empress Suiko resided and
administered state affairs.
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@ Ikatsuchi, Asuka-mura

! 5 min. walk from Asuka stop on
Akakame bus

as a testament to Empress Suiko’s astute grasp of foreign affairs.
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Yamada-michi Road \,
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Chinese envoy Pei Shiging traveled
this ancient imperial road to visit
Empress Suiko at her imperial
palace.
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@ Kashihara-shi and Asuka-mura

Q\LE;E #E @<TvEnE

Medicine Museum
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Takatori is renowned as a town of
medicine. On display at this
museum are a variety of
medicinally related items, including
vintage medicine packages.

& SIAT L 11£20-2 (BETELL 5 BRIEN)
TEL.0744-52-1150 ®10:00~16:00
(Btk#&. B-BROBEEBAKS) ek
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@ 20-2 Kamitosa, Takatori-cho

Tel: 0744-52-1150 (©10:00-16:00;
Closed Mon. (or Tues. if Mon. is a public

holiday) ¢?10 min. walk from Kintetsu
Tsubosakayama Station
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Excavation
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Devoting her life to imperial duties for the continued prosperity of Japan
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This temple houses Japan’s oldest
Buddha statue, the Asuka Daibutsu.

It is said Pei Shiging was invited to
observe the construction of this statue.

@ FEEHIRE682

TEL.0744-54-2126 ®4R1HB~9A30H (4R
7H~9H{A#4)9:00~17:30 (%4117:15)10A1H
~3A31H 9:00~17:00 (8116:45) (¥) 350
o FHOEMENZAREAAFT TETC

@ 682 Asuka, Asuka-mura

Tel: 0744-54-2126 (©9:00-17:30 (enter by 17:15),
Apr. 1-Sept. 30 (closed Apr. 7-9); 9:00-17:00 (enter
by 16:45), Oct. 1-Mar. 31 (3350 yen e? Take the
Akakame bus and get off at Asuka Daibutsu-mae
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Mausoleum of Emperor Kinmei
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Empress Suiko is said to have
requested that the body of her
beloved mother be entombed in
the same mausoleum in which her
father, Emperor Kinmei, had been
laid to rest.

@ BRENTFH
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@ Hirata, Asuka-mura

! 8 min. walk from Kintetsu Asuka
Station

In her final days, Suiko remained ever mindful of her subjects, who were suffering

from famine at the time. She instructed her aids not to expend resources on

building a new mausoleum for her. Instead, she requested that her body be

entombed in the same mausoleum in which her beloved son had been laid to rest.
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Maruyama Kofun Tumulus \E__é
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One of the largest keyhole-shaped
tumuli still visible in Nara. Some
argue that this is the true
mausoleum of Emperor Kinmei.
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@ Gojono-cho and Ogaru-cho,
Kashihara-shi

¢! 4 min. walk from Kintetsu Okadera
Station
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Ueyama Kofun Tumulus\g_’@
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LU ESREBOEF - THEF
FEAZIICESNTL LD LS,
Comprising two horizontal stone
chambers lying side by side, this
tumulus is believed to be the one
in which Empress Suiko was
entombed alongside her beloved
son Prince Takeda.

@ BETH AR RAR)

o SRR FER D SS9 5

@ Gojono-cho, Kashihara-shi (closed to

the public) ¢?9 min. walk from Kintetsu
Okadera Station
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A fearless woman with progressive ideas
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A free spirit who launched vital public works projects and took on

every challenge without fear of taboos or criticism
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After the death of Emperor Jomei, who had ascended to the throne thanks to
the support of the Soga clan, Princess Takara, Jomei’s empress consort,
ascended the throne under the name Empress Kogyoku. She was a
mysterious empress who performed rituals such as rain-making. Her
ascension to the throne should have averted an imperial succession feud, but
the Soga clan attacked the family of the late Prince Umayato (Prince Shotoku),
and the following year the Isshi Incident occurred, in which Prince Nakano-oe
defeated the Soga clan. Immediately after this, Empress Kogyoku took
responsibility for the incident and renounced the throne, something
considered taboo at the time.

The next emperor was Kotoku, who moved the capital to Naniwa (present-day
Osaka), initiating the Taika Reforms and centralizing imperial power. However, he
was later abandoned by his underlings and died. As a result, Kogyoku once
again ascended to the imperial throne, as Empress Saimei, at age 62. It was
Japan’s first instance of someone becoming emperor or empress a second time.
Under a new organizational structure created by the Taika Reforms, she began
in earnest to build a strong country, focusing her efforts on public works
projects. Imperial palaces and a variety of other buildings were erected, and
she even built a large-scale canal that brought widespread criticism for its
excessiveness. She also dispatched ships to Tohoku (northeastern Japan) to
expand her territory. She personally led her navy, traveling by sea to Kyushu
(western Japan) with the intent of reviving the Baekje kingdom in Korea, which
had been overthrown by the Tang dynasty of China and the Silla kingdom of
Korea. But before she could lead the decisive battle, Empress Saimei died at
age 68. The free-wheeling initiatives she took were most likely aimed at
building a peaceful and secure nation.
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Elsewhere in the world...

Just before Kogyoku once again ascended the throne,
this time as Empress Saimei, the Sasanian Empire of
Persia, which had ruled Mesopotamia, collapsed and
the empire’s prince defected to Tang China.
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At one with nature, she was a mysterious empress who performed rain-making rituals
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Asuka Kawakamini Imasu Usutaki Himenomikoto Shrine
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At this shrine in the upstream
region of the Asuka River, the
rain-making ritual of Empress
Kogyoku (later to become Empress
Saimei) is still performed as the
Namode-odori dance.

@ BEEEHITRXI698

O FRDDENENZREAR T EELSK405
@ 698 Inabuchi, Asuka-mura

¢ 40 min. walk from Ishibutai stop on
Akakame bus

RENTVET,
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Namode-odori Dance \,
MEZLDHET EBLZFORNZLE
ERE LTRELZ TR IFMAINTNS,
A rain-making ritual, this dance has
been passed down through
generations ever since it was
performed by Empress Kogyoku.
OERBIUFEXALEICTAR
©4.5.6.9.10. 11 A%E4LEA13:30~14:10
EiE o RRENZRELRE ISR
HOREBENZIRHEXLEBATETC

@ Nara Prefecture Complex of Man'yo Culture
(®13:30-14:10, 4th Sat. of the month in
April-June, Sept.—Nov. ¢! Take the Nara
Kotsu bus and get off at Man’yo-bunkakan,

or take the Akakame bus and get off at
Man’yo-bunkakan Nishiguchi

There is a sacred air about the upstream region of the Asuka River. Legend has it
that rain-making rituals were performed here. According to the Nibon Shoki, when
the Empress knelt down by the river and prayed, the skies unleashed heavy rain

and thunder.
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Asuka Inabuchi Palace Site \ﬁ- =
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This is the ancient site of the
palace built near the Asuka River
that was briefly used by Empress
Kogyoku.
L LI SEiEp
o Fr DN IRER T EESK109
@ Inabuchi, Asuka-mura

¢?10 min. walk from Ishibutai stop on
Akakame bus
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Mebuchi Waterfall \E%S’
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A goddess is said to live in the
upstream region of the Asuka
River. Legend has it that this is
where Empress Kogyoku prayed
for rain.

L L= rc:

o Fro BN A EA T EESK80%
@ Hata, Asuka-mura

¢! 80 min. walk from Ishibutai stop on
Akakame bus
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She devoted herself passionately to large-scale development that made Asuka a shining capital

'The ancient capital of Asuka must have been a colorful place, with its cryptic stone
sculptures, palace, imperial garden, and numerous shrines and temples. Even today,
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you'll find many remains that show how successful Empress Saimei was in her
ongoing efforts to build the foundations of a nation through large-scale public
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Sakafune-ishi Ruins (Tortoise-Shaped Stone Structure)

FRZHE L. EBOMERESEIE
BRERIBEZI TIN5,
Empress Saimei is said to have
performed fertility rites and other
ceremonies here.

S EARENM

TEL.0744-54-5600 O(BFRE)
8:30~17:00(%f116:45) ¥(&8F A
¥E4) 300 o o EEE/NIRFEXL
BEOTEYC

@ Oka, Asuka-mura

Tel: 0744-54-5600 O Tortoise-Shaped
Stone Structure 8:30—-17:00 (enter by
16:45) (¥ Tortoise-Shaped Stone Structure
300 yen ¢! Take the Akakame bus and get
off at Man’yo-bunkakan Nishiguchi
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Mausoleum of Princess Kibihime
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This is believed to be the tomb of
Princess Kibihime, the mother of
Empress Saimei. There are four
stone statues, called Saru-ishi
(monkey stones) due to their shape.
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@ Hirata, Asuka-mura
¢! 8 min. walk from Kintetsu Asuka Station
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Saru-ishi (Monkey Stone) of Takatori Castle
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This stone is similar to those in
Kibihime’s tomb, so it is believed
to have been brought from there to
use on the stone walls of Takatori
Castle.

@ SRETSH
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@ Takatori, Takatori-cho

¢! 50 min. walk from Tsubosakadera-mae
stop on Nara Kotsu bus
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Jinto-seki (Head Stone) of Koeiji Temple

HFERAFOEZININEADET
HHIDEEDZDOEMELTESN
fzEbLbns,
Some say this depicts an overseas
visitor who came to Empress
Saimei’s palace. Others say it was
made as a banquet decoration.
O SHETREF

(VALY  SIMETEXHS)
RS FERILER D S1E S KI5
@ Kangakuiji, Takatori-cho (Inquiries:
Takatori Town Tourism Association)
¢! 5 min. walk from Kintetsu
Tsubosakayama Station
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This mysterious giant stone resembles
a stone chamber of the Kengoshizuka
tumulus. It is believed to be an
unfinished stone chamber being built
for Empress Saimei.
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@ Shirakashi-cho, Kashihara-shi
¢! 22 min. walk from Kintetsu Okadera
Station
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Mausoleum of Sakafune-ishi Ruins

Princess Kibihime
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Taburegokorono-mizo Site

ERORILICAEBELEIDIZES
NISER D 3T AREELICEW
DRIFFRIOIFHIN,

The remains of a canal built for use in the
construction of a stone wall to the east of
the imperial palace were found here. The
public were critical of this project, which
took more than 30,000 people to build.
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@ Asuka, Asuka-mura

¢! 5 min. walk from Asuka Daibutsu-mae
stop on Akakame bus
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Mausoleum of Empress Saimei
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There are some who believe that
this is where Saimei was buried,
along with her daughter Princess
Hashihito, and that Saimei’s
granddaughter Princess Ota is
buried nearby.

@ SIMETEAR

P ERIENREBFAG T E R SH5H
@ Kurumaki, Takatori-cho

¢! 5 min. walk from Gunkaibashi stop on
Nara Kotsu bus

Kengoshizuka Kofun Tumulus, Koshitsuka-gomon Kofun Tumulus
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Most agree that the octagonal tumulus
of Kengoshizuka Kofun is the actual
burial site of Saimei and her daughter
and that Koshitsuka-gomon Kofun
houses the remains of Princess Ota.
@ BAREE

W RESHTRERYSHESK155

@ Koshi, Asuka-mura

¢! 15 min. walk from Kintetsu Asuka
Station
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Asuka Itabuki Palace Ruins \,_ =
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These are the ruins of the palace of Empress
Kogyoku, where the Isshi Incident occurred.
This is also where the palace was built when
the empress ascended the throne for the
second time, as Empress Saimei.
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4 Oka, Asuka-mura

¢! 5 min. walk from Oka-hashimoto stop
or Oka-ebisumae stop on Akakame bus
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These are the remains of an

imperial garden. Influenced by

China, Empress Saimei had this

garden built next to her palace as a

banquet space.
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@ Oka, Asuka-mura

¢! 7 min. walk from Oka Tenrikyomae
stop on Akakame bus
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This is where Empress Saimei’s
son, Prince Nakano-oe, made
Japan'’s first water clock. This
clock informed the general public
of the time of day.
S BHRENRE
O FODHERENIRETETC

@ Asuka, Asuka-mura
1! Take the Akakame bus and get off at
Asuka
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Kawaradera Temple Site
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This is the ancient site of a temple
that Empress Saimei’s son Prince
Nakano-oe had built in honor of his
dead mother on the former site of
Saimei’s Kawarano-miya Palace.

@ BEEHIIE
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@ Kawahara, Asuka-mura

1! Take the Akakame bus and get off at
Kawahara 1
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A politically savvy woman who was ahead of her times
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A tenacious planner devoted to bringing her late husband’s dreams

to fruition and to making her son successor to the throne
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Elsewhere in the world...
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The girl who would grow up to become Empress Jito was born Princess Unono-sarara
(or Sarara). A daughter of Emperor Tenchi, she entered into marriage with her father’s
brother, Prince Oama. Several years later, a dispute erupted over who would succeed
Emperor Tenchi to the throne. Prince Oama, sensing his life to be in danger, escaped to
the seclusion of mountainous Yoshino. He was accompanied by only one of his
consorts, Sarara, and their son, Prince Kusakabe. A year later, after defeating his
nephew (Emperor Tenchi’s son) in the Jinshin War, Oama ascended to the throne as
Emperor Tenmu.

Tenmu solidified his rule by building a political system that concentrated power in the
hands of the emperor and the imperial family. He also established a system of
appointing powerful clan members as bureaucrats. The emperor was also committed to
building a new capital city. But soon after he had inspected the planned site and
construction had begun, he passed away.

After the death of the emperor, Sarara did not immediately accede to the throne. Rather,
she assumed responsibility for administrative affairs to ensure the eventual succession
of her son Kusakabe. But when Kusakabe died three years later, Sarara took the throne
as Empress Jito, naming as her successor Kusakabe’s son, the seven-year-old Prince
Karu. Empress Jito saw that construction of the relocated capital was completed,
thereby achieving her late husband’s dream. The new capital, known as Fujiwara-kyo,
was an expansive city covering an area that included the three mountains of Yamato. lts
streets were laid out in a grid pattern modeled after Chinese capital cities.

Prior to relocating the capital, Empress Jito finalized and put into force the Asuka
Kiyomihara Code—a set of laws first compiled by Emperor Tenmu. Japan had gradually
evolved into a state based on the ritsuryo legal system (ritsu being a criminal code and
ryo an administrative code). This system replicated systems in place in the Chinese
dynasties of Sui and Tang. Empress Jito thus accelerated the move towards a ritsuryo
state system in Japan.

e Around the time that Empress Jito acceded the throne,
Wu Zetian, empress consort of Emperor Gaozong of
Tang, became the first and only female emperor of
China and the founder of the Zhou dynasty.
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She stuck to her beliefs and built Fujiwara-kyo, a new capital of Japan
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Fujiwara Palace Site
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This is the former site of a palace
in Japan’s largest ancient capital.
This historic legacy symbolizes a
magnificent story of nation-building.
S ERTBRATEY
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® Takadono-cho, Kashihara-shi

2! 4 min. walk from Kashihara-shi
Fujiwara-kyo Shiryoshitsu-mae stop on
Community Bus

i @

If you gaze upon the distant Yamato Sanzan (the three mountains of Yamato) under the
gradually fading evening sky from the ancient site of Fujiwara Palace, it’s almost as if

you've traveled back in time to the Asuka Period. Jito became a princess at age 13, and
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This thoroughfare traverses the
Yamato basin. It is likely that
Empress Jito observed this road
during the construction of the
capital of Fujiwara-kyo.
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@ Yagi-fudano-tsuji Crossroads,
Yagi-cho, Kashihara-shi

¢! 8 min. walk from Kintetsu
Yagi-nishiguchi Station
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Moto-yakushiji Temple Ruins
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This is the ancient site of a temple that
Emperor Tenmu began building so that
his empress consort (later to become
Empress Jito) could recover from illness.
Jito eventually completed construction
of the temple according to her
husband’s dying wishes.
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@ Kidono-cho, Kashihara-shi

2! 9 min. walk from Kintetsu
Unebigoryomae Station

e

wanted to be at her husband’s side as he fought in the Jinshin War. She fulfilled his dying
wishes by completing the transfer of the capital to Fujiwara-kyo in about eight years.
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It is believed that Empress Jito—
when she was still Princess
Unono-sarara—took this road when
traveling with her husband and son
(Prince Kusakabe) to Yoshino from
the palace in Otsu.
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@ Kashihara-shi
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Visit Empress Jito sites by bicycle
(4-hour course)
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Fujiwara Palace Site

Yoshino beckoned Empress Jito. It’s where she was emboldened to lead a nation.
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Imotoge in Oku-Asuka is the mountain pass that Empress Jito traveled to get to
Yoshino. What attracted Jito to Yoshino? Did it bring back fond memories of her
husband? Did it strengthen her spirit? Whatever the case, Yoshino surely provided
emotional support for Empress Jito’s grand vision of building a nation.
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Imotoge Mountain Pass
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Shimano-miya Palace Site \E_ZE’
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Asuka Kiyomihara Palace Ruins Kiji Road (Koseji Road)
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This is where Empress Jito
executed her policies. Japan was
rapidly becoming a formal nation
with its own laws and codes.
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@ Oka, Asuka-mura

1! 5 min. walk from Oka-hashimoto stop
or Oka-ebisumae stop on Akakame bus
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This ancient imperial road goes all
the way to Kiino-kuni (today
Wakayama Prefecture and part of
Mie Prefecture). Empress Jito took
this road and bathed in the hot
springs of Muro in Kishu Shirahama.
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4 Kashihara-shi, Takatori-cho, and
Asuka-mura
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This mountain pass is along an
ancient road connecting Asuka and
Yoshino. Empress Jito took this road
more than 30 times on her visits to
Yoshino—a place that brought her
fond memories of her husband.
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@ Between Inabuchi (Asuka-mura) and
Yoshino-cho

¢! 1.5-hour walk from Ishibutai stop on
Akakame bus
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This is the palace where Empress
Jito and her husband visited on
their way to Yoshino. It later
became the palace of her son,
Prince Kusakabe.

S BHAEHEE
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@ Shimasho, Asuka-mura

¢! Take the Akakame bus and get off at
Ishibutai
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Uneotsu-tamoto Shrine
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Love for husband, son, and grandson were the driving force behind her political activities
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Emperor Tenmu’s son Prince
Takechi played a key role in the
government. His consort, Princess
Hinokuma, is said to have stopped
here to pray for a long life for her
husband.
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4 114 Kinomoto-cho, Kashihara-shi
¢! 12 min. walk from Bessho-cho stop on
Community Bus
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Ishigami Site
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The remains of a guest house built
for entertaining the Emishi tribe of
Tohoku, the Hayato tribe of southern
Kyushu, and overseas envoys. It is
also said to have been a weapons
storehouse during Jito’s reign.
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@ Asuka, Asuka-mura

¢! 4 min. walk from Asuka stop on
Akakame bus

“I want my son, Prince Kusakabe, to inherit this nation I've built with my husband.”
Sadly for Empress Jito, her wish did not come true. The role was instead passed on to
her grandson, Prince Karu. Jito abdicated in favor of the prince, who became Emperor
Monmu, while she continued to support the imperial reign by taking the post of

daijo-tenno (or joko). Today she rests alongside her husband under a quiet hilltop.
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Dressing Up As Asuka Period People
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You can take a trip back in time by trying on
traditional folk dress of the people of Asuka.
You can wear it while visiting the various
historical sites, and have your pictures taken.

@ BHEENE1220 REFEBLGR)
TEL.0744-54-2362 (©8:30~17:00
(3,000~ ! 70 Bt/ SXBBAEE
HERERTTE

@ Asukakyo Tourism Association, 1220
Oka, Asuka-mura

Tel: 0744-54-2362 (® 8:30—17:00 (¥ From
3,000 yen ¢?Take the Akakame bus and
get off at Asuka Kankokaikan-mae
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Mausoleum of Emperor Tenmu and Empress Jito
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This is a joint mausoleum for
Emperor Tenmu and Empress Jito.
These two achieved their grand
dream of building a formal nation,
and here they rest side-by-side for
eternity.
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@ Noguchi, Asuka-mura

¢! Take the Akakame bus and get off at
Tenmu-Jito-ryo
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A pure-hearted woman with a charitable spirit
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A fearless religious pioneer who bravely bore persecution and

helped to foster Buddhism in Japan
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The introduction of Buddhism to Japan gave rise to several decades of political
strife between the Soga and Mononobe clans over official recognition of the
religion. The Mononobe clan was especially aggrieved when Soga no Umako
obtained a Buddhist statue from Baekje (Korea) and called for its veneration.
Umako sent his men to discover the whereabouts of Ebin, an ex-monk from
Goguryeo who had lost his former status amid anti-Buddhist oppression. Having
located Ebin, Umako asked him to instruct a bright and pure-hearted 11-year-old
girl named Shima—the daughter of Chinese immigrant Shiba Tatto—in the ways
of nunhood. She was to become Japan’s very first Buddhist priest.

Upon becoming a nun, Shima adopted the Buddhist name Zenshin-ni. At
Umako’s request, Zenshin-ni guided two more girls into nunhood. The three
nuns worshipped Umako’s Buddhist statue at a sanctum built inside his
mansion. But when a plague broke out, the Mononobe clan seized the chance
to blame it on the new religion, claiming it had incurred the wrath of the
traditional Shinto deities.

Mononobe’s men raided Umako’s mansion, constrained the three nuns and
stripped them of their clerical robes. Then they took the nuns to Tsubaichi and
gave them a public whipping. Despite the pain and humiliation, Zenshin-ni never
lost her faith in Buddhism and encouraged the other two nuns to remain
steadfast and endure the ordeal.

At the age of 15, Zenshin-ni followed Umako’s suggestion and journeyed to
Baekje to study Buddhist precepts. She traveled in the company of other nuns
from her order on a trip that predated the first Japanese diplomatic mission to
Sui China. After returning to Japan, Zenshin-ni devoted her life to propagating
Buddhism, guiding many into Buddhist priesthood at Sakuraidera (Toyuradera)
Temple.
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Around the time that Zenshin-ni returned to
Japan from Baekje, Gregory |—also known today
as St. Gregory—was consecrated pope.

Gregory is credited with founding the medieval
papacy.
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Amid anti-Buddhist persecution, Zenshin-ni became Japan’s first Buddhist priest
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Asukadera Temple \ﬁ;-;;‘

aﬁ%ﬁaﬂﬁ%ﬁmﬁ%éo fEnonfEE.
EFBLHABRAMOKRIAZFER LIDD
This temple houses Japan’s oldest Buddha
statue, the Asuka Daibutsu. It is said Pei
Shiging, an envoy from Sui China, was invited
to observe this statue during its construction.
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TEL.0744-54-2126 ®4R1H~9R30H (4A76~9
Hk#)9:00~17:30 (%417:15)10R1H~3A31H
9:00~17:00 (21$16:45) (X¥)3501 e Eilz/ X
BRI TETC

@ 682 Asuka, Asuka-mura

Tel: 0744-54-2126 (D9:00-17:30 (enter by 17:15),
Apr. 1-Sept. 30 (closed Apr. 7-9); 9:00-17:00 (enter
by 16:45), Oct. 1-Mar. 31 ¥)350 yen ¢! Take the
Akakame bus and get off at Asuka Daibutsu-mae

Zenshin-ni.
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Sakatadera Temple Site ="
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Founded by Zenshin-ni’s father,
Shiba Tatto, this nunnery was
considered one of the five
greatest temples of Asuka.

@ BBEEHIRE408
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4 408 Sakada, Asuka-mura
1? 15 min. walk from Ishibutai stop on
Akakame bus
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Toyuradera Temple Site
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Here in the grounds of Kogeniji Temple
are the ruins of what is believed to
have once been Toyuradera, the
temple where Zenshin-ni resided after
her return from Baekje.

@ BBREHE£H630 (MEREFA)
TEL.0744-54-2512 (©8:30~17:00
[¥)200/ e'FpoREE N ZEHTEC
@ Kogeniji Temple precincts, 630
Toyo-ura, Asuka-mura

Tel: 0744-54-2512 (D8:30-17:00 (¥ 200

yen ¢! Take the Akakame bus and get
off at Toyo-ura

Zenshin-ni’s purpose in becoming a priest was to propagate Buddhism in Japan.
Soga no Umako had Asukadera Temple built with the same end in mind. The
temple houses Japan’s first Buddha statue, the Asuka Daibutsu. Today the statue
evinces the same subtle smile that visitors would have seen in the days of

WL &R 7w

ORELNIE

Ishibutai Kofun Tumulus

BOARKECHIBHERETFOE,
BFOEEEZIT EERIZHLT
BEL,

This tumulus houses the
mausoleum of Umako of the
powerful Soga clan, under whose
orders Zenshin-ni entered
nunhood as a child.

S BEENEE

TEL.0744-54-4577 ® 8:30~17:00
(%£116:45%C) 250 QFHHHE
BENZREA T EESKZH

@ Shimasho, Asuka-mura

Tel: 0744-54-4577 (©8:30-17:00 (enter

by 16:45) 250 yen ¢? 3 min. walk
from Ishibutai stop on Akakame bus

o I8
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Vnsu Zenshin-ni sites by bicycle Kashiharajingu-mae 9 Toyuradera e Kawaradera 9 Sakatadera
(4-hour course) Sta. Temple Site Temple Site Temple Site

[ ANCY

HIFCHEALRHAZH S I ANDOEEEGE
Zenshin-ni preached Buddhist teachings learned in Baekje and guided 11 people to priesthood

HEDOR-IERERIS

WCESTALBRDEZIIIEF>TEEL

7o DBITRE AKFEFIEINS TREFPREFEZELS DO
LIRFRZE->TAESN TULABCUE PR ATV EHL,.

After their return from Baekje, Zenshin-ni and the other nuns devoted themselves
to the propagation of Buddhism. Buddhist temples, including Asukadera and
Sakatadera, were constructed during this period. These two temples were among
those that would later be called the “five greatest temples of Asuka”. Buddhist

culture began to flourish during this period.

ORSEMTES

Sutra Copying at Tachibanadera Temple

OB ILAK S5

Okuyama Kumedera Temple Site

EFWwWhrAEWL
Q@ XEASH

Daikandaiji Temple Site

PH5TH
YIS 48|

Kawaradera Temple Site \)E-_ =

18

REAKRFO—2. FHEZHFDIHIZ
BFOHRRREFHEIRELI-FHf,
Considered one of the five greatest
temples of Asuka, Kawaradera was
erected by Prince Nakano-oe for
his deceased mother Empress
Saimei.

@ BEREHIIE
WHEPOEENRETETS

4 Kawahara, Asuka-mura

¢! Take the Akakame bus and get off at
Kawahara

REHEICLY KT TH O/ LHETE
b, i?‘ ﬁ*?ﬂafﬁﬂﬁ"@lﬁ%ﬂﬂ&ﬁ\
Al LLL/J\ Bﬂ#td)ﬁ%izéo
Archeological excavations revealed
that this temple once covered a vast
area. Some argue that these ruins
are those of Oharidadera Temple
founded by the Oharida clan, which
was related to the Soga clan.

S EBARER AL

o Fp B N ZBARERIL T EiES1965
@ Okuyama, Asuka-mura

! 6 min. walk from Asuka Okuyama stop
on Akakame bus

REAKXKFO—D.RE-BHEERD
—HCRIBESNIERFRTRAT
HoTeH EEHRITKKTHRERLT
Daikandaiji was the largest of all
the temples built in the Asuka and
Fujiwara-kyo area. Although it was
destroyed by fire before its
completion, the temple is
considered one of the five greatest
temples of Asuka.

L ZZ1=E ST

o D EE SZBBRE/ LT EiESHI55
4@ Koyama, Asuka-mura

¢! 5 min. walk from Asuka Koyama stop
on Akakame bus

nOBYE LS

EEEREE LRI TR
WRHERD YIS EDEITEIT I,
Visitors can transcribe simplified
versions of Buddhist sutras. A
five-minute religious service is held
before and after the copying activity.

@ BEEREE32

TEL.0744-54-2026 (©10:00~16:00 (FTE
#185[) ¥1,5000+FE K350 o5
DO EBEN )R EISRIFA T EIE S35
@ 532 Tachibana, Asuka-mura

Tel: 0744-54-2026 (D10:00-16:00 (takes

about an hour) (¥)1,500 yen plus 350 yen
admission ¢!3 min. walk from Kawahara

or Oka-hashimoto stop on Akakame bus
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L F;:'?';E“ NZBus 1lmin. 57208581 54 Walk Smin.
% .54 7 min. 45 Walk 3min. RENTT N2 Bus 1L min. B~ GOAL
s 2 2 = s =
o z:.l%:dera m gf':sig}E:nnon zgﬁiﬁ:ﬁ-mae Sta MR Eﬁi—fsakadera ERUR
Temple Temple (Take a train from here) i VRl EuEtTE S Temple Tsubosakayama Sta.

WELZDFHRPALADAZZRUNIZITHNTND

Zenshin-ni’s legacy lives on to this day

BRI LUED Z<DOFREMPBIESNE U AMEOEHDS—DVED
EIOEIIBFICHSESERMUES RONET . ZHLIBED
HARDZIZ HEERLIMELTWADTIZEWTLED D,

ThxRE

Yumeichi-chaya Restaurant

HITTO(ONEHRRKPEFREE 7
TEAXREEPASR!

The Kodaimai Gozen set meal, served
with kodaimai (ancient rice) and local
vegetables, is a popular choice here.

S HARERBE154-3

TEL.0744-54-9450 ®11:00~16:00(%-H-
HME~17:00) FLunch 860M~ e 71 H
AENZEEARTESC

@ 154-3 Shimasho, Asuka-mura

Tel: 0744-54-9450 (©11:00-16:00 (to 17:00
on Sat., Sun., and public holidays) (¥] Lunch
from 860 yen ! Take the Akakame bus and
get off at Ishibutai

A great number of temples have been built since the Asuka Period. Just as each
Buddhist statue has a different face, each temple has its own unique qualities.

Zenshin-ni would no doubt be proud to see the prevalence of Buddhism in

E=bIERTS
QS

Tachibanadera Temple

REFRKOAEYM _EAX.260mbD
EDIRNELWVEERORFEHL R HD,
This temple is known for its Nimenseki
(dual-faced stone)—an ancient stone monument
depicting the human duality of good and evil.
Also of note is Ojoin hall, which has a wooden
ceiling painted with over 260 pictures of flowers.
& HEEHES32

TEL.0744-54-2026 (®9:00~17:00
(Z1116:30%7) (1 350M o FrmsdE iz
NN R EISEEA T =SB

@ 532 Tachibana, Asuka-mura

Tel: 0744-54-2026 (©9:00-17:00 (enter by 16:30)

350 yen 4?3 min. walk from Kawahara or
Oka-hashimoto stop on Akakame bus

modern-day Japan.

(11 F RS -k
Ofusa Kannon Temple

BEMNICENIHPHKEZEDERN,
BICIZRAHEYBEESNS,
Visitors to this temple are treated to
the sight of abundant roses blooming
in spring and autumn. In summer,
they can enjoy a wind chime festival.
@SBRI/ EH6-22
TEL.0744-22-2212 ®©7:00~17:00 (AZ N
#8129:00~16:00) (A ER, AEHE
#1300/ PRGBS 2B FERSHSH
@ 6-22 Ousa-cho, Kashihara-shi

Tel: 0744-22-2212 ®7:00~17:00 (main
hall 9:00-16:00) (¥JFree (main hall 300

yen) ¢! 5 min. walk from Ousa stop on
Nara Kotsu bus

DIEENTH
QERF

Tsubosakadera Temple

FEQ+—HTFHREERIIRK
ICEBRHOHBBERELT,
2ENSEZLDSEENTNS,
The temple’s main object of worship, the
Jyuichimen Senjyu Kannon (an 11-headed,
1,000-armed goddess of mercy), is
believed to have miraculous powers to
cure eye diseases.

@ SIETERRS

TEL.0744-52-2016 (©8:30~17:00 (¥)600M
O ERTE ZERFHTETC

@ 3 Tsubosaka, Takatori-cho

Tel: 0744-52-2016 (©8:30—-17:00

600 yen ¢! Take the Nara Kotsu bus
and get off at Tsubosakadera-mae

Itk
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An ambitious woman who balanced career and love

HEBELZSE T RLHE J

B e DB B E A

5
FEH T o
2 Jig

vJoorvey Tomeer LADY NUKATA

REOHDHAEDLRANTE ATZRIZKAT
HEHEZSOWKITA I T —F T —<

A spirited career woman who stole the show with

her enchanting poems of passion and emotion

FOLEWHR(T-- FHENPEETHEFKATWVAE. At the time Lady Nukata was writing her poems
HO—VEFIA X2 A 21H at the court, Byzantine Emperor Constans Il was

Elsewhere in the world... SFYTETEZRIhELE, assassinated on the island of Sicily.
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Lady Nukata’s love story makes even the three Yamato mountains blush

MR e 2 A IO BT AF Bl i L B L. CoRM =11
A THHEERDSHEVERICLI-OM FARETF (DBDORE
82) I RHSNBEHEDE I

DTLEID

Q@A HI=1L

Yamato Sanzan Mountams

HHYERLHORETDEE I THHKEN
BtDZVERI-EMEBIL-BEMIU.
En&BELTHEESNTLS,

The three mountains of Kaguyama, Unebiyama,
and Miminashiyama are celebrated in the
Man’yoshu, Japan’s oldest anthology of poetry.
They are also jointly designated as a Place of
Scenic Beauty by the Japanese government.
SEET QW (EFEIL)II2 =7/ XA FE
B #0559 A LTSI B EIRE RTER D STt
F 1 (BRI BRSS9 125
@ Kashihara-shi #?Kaguyama: 5 min. walk
from Minamiura-cho stop on Community Bus
Unebiyama: 11 min. walk from Kintetsu
Unebigoryomae Sta. Miminashiyama: 12 min.
walk from Kintetsu Miminashi Sta.

BTV O TS o7k

Kaguyama, Unebiyama, and Miminashiyama—called Yamato Sanzan, or the three
mountains of Yamato—are arranged as if to shelter Fujiwara Palace. It was Prince
Nakano-oe (the future Emperor Tenchi) who likened the mountains to his
feelings for Lady Nukata and wrote of them in a poem. The spirited and talented

princess must have stolen the prince’s heart and never let go.

ﬁi‘\ @ [E/VANI/BCRE (£3BIEYFY)

Kaguyama Restaurant (Mahoroba Kitchen)

HITTERNTFZ L. R Lo 1E0
BEETEINAFV T LRI,

A buffet-style restaurant where you
can enjoy your fill of fresh local
produce.

@ 1BREZET605-1
TEL.0744-23-1305 ®11:00~15:00
(L.0.14:00) RE4K #Lunch 1,620/~
W ERENIERATETETC

@ 605-1 Tokiwa-cho, Kashihara-shi

Tel: 0744-23-1305(®11:00-15:00 (last
order 14:00); closed irregularly (¥]Lunch
from 1,620 yen ¢! Take the Nara Kotsu
bus and get off at Tokiwa-cho Higashi

R

Nara Prefecture Complex of Man'yo Culture

BABORRC. HEES LAFR
OA—F—EHLVELD S,

This museum has Man’yoshu-themed
nihonga (Japanese-style paintings) on
display, exhibits that let you
experience Man’yo culture, and more.

@ BAEHRE10 TEL0744-54-1850 (10:00
~17:30(A8817:00) Btk (AN RADBAREA
DOFH) (¥)600M W RRTEZAHEXILEEL(S
FOOEENZHEXLREOTETC

@ 10 Asuka, Asuka-mura Tel: 0744-54-1850
@ 10:00-17:30 (enter by 17:00); Closed Mon.
(or Tues. if Mon. is a holiday) (3600 yen

¢! Take the Nara Kotsu bus and get off at
Man’yo-bunkakan, or take the Akakame bus
and get off at Man’yo-bunkakan Nishiguchi

OZREEFE#KE

HEHAFSE LEE

Rooftop Garden at Nara Pref. Kashihara Branch Office

FEIL-@MEL- BRILOXR =LA
Rond. N/ IXLRBRENTIES
Ly

From here, you get a panoramic
view of the Asuka area, including
the three mountains of Yamato.
@ EEMEEAT605-5
TEL.0744-48-3020 ®9:00~17:30
O ERENIERATR T ETC

@ 605-5 Tokiwa-cho, Kashihara-shi
Tel: 0744-48-3020 (©9:00-17:30

¢! Take the Nara Kotsu bus and get off
at Tokiwa-cho Higashi

VIVAINAOYT 26 H B 2
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Visit Lady Nukata sites by
Michimo EV (5-hour course)

62

R ()

UneBiyama) (Yamato Sanzan)’ |

AFoz= LE
- 5435523
M START 11, .
HESL 1B R ERIER HRHBEFS
mSﬁﬁﬂ gashiharajingu-mae o Nara Pref.
ta.

Kashihara Branch Office

11 i,

AFo= iz
LT3 ek

BRE P13 B
Fujiwara Palace Site Asuka River

HEEERKRTAEROEZLIEIHATHIERLE
'This woman of legendary beauty was a high-ranking lady-in-waiting and a fine poet

[RSFEAELTHALERIEEHO B, 5o B
VLD HHTRILAETHY RO EERATH>7zE 0
FIHRDOREIMAKREDE AR LI RETKAE LI,

The murals of the Takamatsuzuka Kofun tomb include a painting of four
ladies-in-waiting, nicknamed Asuka Bijin (Asuka Beauties). As well as being a
lady-in-waiting, Lady Nukata is also believed to have been the first court poet in
Japan. She attended to several monarchs, and, through her poetry, she expressed

) e
O=niEHERE S
Takamatsuzuka Kofun Murals

E=E, REZEAIRRSNIBEE
DEEE, RO LXBEDERE GO S,
These colorful paintings, including the famous
Asuka Bijin, are designated as a National
Treasure. The Asuka Bijin conveys how
women of the court looked in those days.

@ BAEHTE430 (SIFLER) TEL0744-54-3340
O %:00~17:00(%4116:30) (%] 2508 ¢! FgRER
PSR ELRFD OB ASRET - 555
HEEEAETORAMULTEEE A,

@ Takamatsuzuka Mural Hall, 439 Hirata,
Asuka-mura Tel: 0744-54-3340 (©9:00-17:00
(enter by 16:30) (¥)250 yen ¢?15 min. walk
from Kintetsu Asuka Station, or 5 min. walk
from Takamatsuzuka stop on Akakame bus
Note: No parking available.

22

HINERILE DEDHTNENHEDHP %@\
O REZH (EREMAS) 2

Nochino-asuka-okamotono-miya Palace Ruins

SBL 62 CAFAOET LT >
BRI EHEL I TERA LI,
This is where Empress Kogyoku
re-ascended the throne—a first in
Japanese history—to become
Empress Saimei at the age of 62.
Lady Nukata served the court here.
@ BBEENME

o FrOEWENXEB AT EHSH I
FE#HT T E K55

@ Oka, Asuka-mura

¢! 5 min. walk from Oka-hashimoto stop
or Oka-ebisumae stop on Akakame bus

their feelings on their behalf.

HBTHrHrTES
O R BKE & &e

—

EX
FRLFORF . HAAREFHEST
BOEORZ OkEFEH) DM St
AORHEABEESINIDOTIZEEZONS,
The remains of the first water clock
in Japan—built by Empress
Saimei’s son, Prince Nakano-oe—
were found here. It is believed that
court proceedings followed a
regularly timed schedule.

S BHAEFHRE

O FRHPDEBENZIRETETC

@ Asuka, Asuka-mura

«! Take the Akakame bus and get off at
Asuka

Asuka Mizuochi Site

PHs5TH
O Il F = 8|

Kawaradera Temple Site EA

BHBRZFONRZSOHMIZ. EFD
HREEFHTEROIDIZAIEL
1-F RO,

Prince Nakano-oe built this temple
for his deceased mother, Empress
Saimei, on the former site of
Kawarano-miya Palace.

@ BAEFHIIIE

W HEDOEENR)IETETSC

@ Kawahara, Asuka-mura

¢! Take the Akakame bus and get off at
Kawahara

—
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Man'yo Botanical Garden
Road, Amakashino-oka

REGRHR REELLR
m Asuka Historical

National Government Park

WDBDMMPEEN I HEX LI Z

ERREIREE
Takamatsuzuka
Kofun Murals

BEX{LE
9 Nara Prefecture Complex
of Man’yo Culture

Al
Ishikawa-ike Pond

MW ERW)

Miminashiyama (Yamato Sanzan)

5%

~GOAL

1BR = HIR

Kashiharajingu-mae
Sta.

Man’yo culture, which originated in Asuka, was a wellspring of poetry

RBITIZ RIS EN 2 E LR

BRLDOBIKH>TVET,

ICLAD ANAD R WEGZSZFOMOIE HEBITHED
WERZICEIEEZZEZ I BOLEZHEFE TN TNET,

OF il (73t)

Ishikawa-ike Pond (Tsurugino-ike Pond)

BDIFENICEREREDIRTH S,
REROREREH S 5.

At the edge of the pond is a
stone monument inscribed with
a Man’yoshu poem about
Tsurugino-ike, written by
Princess Kinohime, Emperor
Tenmu’s daughter.

S EEREMAIIET

o FRHwEE N2 AR T EiEEK25
@ Ishikawa-cho, Kashihara-shi

¢! 2 min. walk from Wadacho-nishi
stop on Akakame bus

ORBN e

Asuka River E,_Z'B

FEEIZDHZGKENS) DD
MBI A% ERI-RGE-
W3,

This river appears often in the
Man’yoshu. Some poems liken
the flow of the river to a
person’s feelings about love.

S iBRMBHEEH

@ Kashihara-shi and Asuka-mura

—

The Asuka area retains many of the beautiful landscapes celebrated in the
Man’yoshu. The ancient Japanese felt these scenic views symbolized their emotions.
Showing a different face for each season, these landscapes transcend time and

soothe the soul.

D RE &K IFBR

Asuka Ornament-Making Class

HENSHELEREOLT AP REBEKD
EHEHIRE HROEHEDE, AEE
EBTENTED AR b=V IZFIRsRIfE,
You can try your hand at crafting a mini
bronze mirror like those excavated from
ancient tombs or accessories, such as
glass beads and stone magatama.

@ BEAEHTFH538 (BE R B ARAE)
TEL.0744-54-2441 OF L BEVEDHEL R,
E(E RS D<) BE400M/455ZE600M/
$%1,500M oIEERBER T E 5175

@ Asuka Historical National Government Park Hall,
538 Hirata, Asuka-mura Tel: 0744-54-2441 (®Please
call for details (¥) Magatama 400 yen; glass beads

600 yen; mirror 1,500 yen 4?7 min. walk from
Kintetsu Asuka Station

QHEBE-FEOEYEE

Man'yo Botanical Garden Road in Amakashino-oka

FUNYFRNRTIYARE FEEIC
FKENLEYERELDZ HBEDE
$iE,

This is a trail in the hills of
Amakashino-oka. Take a stroll and
you’ll encounter hydrangeas, forest
ghost flowers, and other plants
and flowers that appear in the
Man’yoshu.

SRS

O FEDOEENZHIEE FTERSH5S
@ Toyo-ura, Asuka-mura

¢! 5 min. walk from Amakashino-oka stop
on Akakame bus

VIVAINAOY] 26 H B 2
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HADZHA R ERESEICMN SN You really must visit Kashihara Jingu Shrine, the
BIBE A R SRS S epitome of traditional Japanese architecture.

. Other highlights in the area include the
RAETERRT HIERICHES Kashihara City History Museum—which covers
TR Y] W< OB EHIEAE  the periods from Jomon to Edo—the Niizawa
7 HEIR T HE R 5009 L Senzuka Tumuli, and the Kashihara City Insect

Museum, which houses more than 500 butterflies.
DIEHEES R EH NZITT o

- RENH HEA
TINTF N A
Strawbervies Kamekon konnyoku :
from the Asukanosoto ik
Man' yobito Store

o e EBRAEICIE  Visit the Asuka Historical Museurn to view artifacts
> 7o) DEED and replicas, or wander around the village to

. take in the numerous ruins and
LUNWTILE hoficbd S

monuments. You can also go f
CHICHTET HEMILEAA.  strawberry picking or be f ;—
Va3 A F TR KIAE mesmerized by a light show. A d
MEXOEREE sESEr  ASEEKOREAGHE !

Gelato from the |Shida Shoten Store

PRERA R MO BH

E BEEHERXLMETRE
Asuka Cultural Property
Investigation Center

B BF xoEE
Okadera Temple

H +h5 M0k
(2016584 -7 F &)
Kitora Tumulus Mural Experiential

Museum Shijin no Yakata
(to open in fall 2016)

B R5E R

Asuka Historical Museum
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Takatori Castle is considered to have been the
most impregnable of the three great mountaintop
castles of Japan. During the annual castle festival,
locals dress up in samurai armor and parade the
streets of the town. The main gate at Kojimadera

Temple, which was relocated from

J

dolls on display in traditional

the castle, is a must-see. Another
. popular sight is the hinamatsuri

townhouses in March.

H 85 <y
Hinamatsuri dolls
2 =p:8 40
Takatori Castle ruins
H 7%
Kojimadera
A =rEVEEDY) BERITS

Parade at the Takatori wire)®
W E L PN p
Bath Salts containing §
Yomato tohki herb
extract

Castle Festival

GREEALNATAINT, REEHCEZS

Cruise around Asuka in your choice of wheels

LyEg1471v

R e e T BR A L RS B 7 &
SHATTCLY IV TEET

Bicycle Rentals

Bicycles can be rented out at five
locations in the area, such as at
Kashiharajingu-mae Station and
Asuka Station.

2ARVEREHEIMICHIMO]
EEMERER BRI LTEST,  folie

Michimo 2-Seater

This EV can be rented out at Kashiharajingu-mae
Station and Asuka Station.

< F #J Reservations>

ERMEFIER Kashiharajingu-mae Station
TEL.070-5262-7472 http://michimo.mobi

R FBBR Asuka Station
TEL.0744-54-2099 http://michimo.jp

Navrvow Streets ave
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